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Zaire Restricts Rwandans Crossing Border 


LD2308160894 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1500 GMT 23 Aue 94 


[Text] Fearing new scenes of rioting, Zaire has restricted 
the number of Rwandan refugees crossing its border in 
accordance with the capacity of the UN vehicles mobi- 
lized to ferry them to the Bukavu camps. Although a 
crowd of 50,000 people crushed together at the border, 
only 20 UN trucks were available to take them. 


Cameroon, Chad Hold Consultations on Border 
Insecurity 

AB2308141394 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] The Cameroonian and Chadian Governments 
have since yesterday been holding consultations in Mar- 


oua, in the far north of Cameroon, to examine ways of 


curbing the insecurity in this province, which borders 
Chad. There have been several deadly clashes these last 
months between Cameroonian security forces and armed 
groups. According to Yaounde, some of them are Chad- 
ians. Security at the two countries’ border was earlier 
discussed in Yaounde on 15 August between Presidents 
Paul Biya of Cameroon and Idriss Deby of Chad. 


ADB Recommends Setting Up Minerals, Mining 
Commission 

MB2408 145094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1327 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Harare Aug 24 SAPA—The African Development 
Bank (ADB) has recommended the establishment of a 
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regional Southern African Minerals and Mining Com- 
mission (Sammic) to co-ordinate and revamp mining 
activities in the region, ZIANA News Agency reported 
on Wednesday. 


In a summary of its study on regional integration in 
southern Africa, the bank said the commission which 
would comprise all southern African countries and 
Zaire, would function as the main data-gathering and 
information exchange body on the mining industry 


Sammic would also promote and attract foreign invest- 
ment in the development of the region's mineral 
resources. 


The study noted the lack of knowledge across the southern 
African region about changes that countries were making 
on their mineral legislation, investment codes, depletion 
allowances and royalties, controls on foreign exchange 
usage and exploration activities taking place. 


The formation of an adequately funded Sammic was 
expected to bridge this information gap. “The Sammic 
proposal 1s a major institutional recommendation which 
should not be acted on without due deliberation,” the 
ADB said. 


It said a feasibility study had to be undertaken to 
determine what sort of body Sammic should be and how 
it should be constituted, staffed, financed and governed. 
The study would require extensive consultations with 
governments and private mining companies in the 
region, including Zaire. 


The study also recommended that South Africa and Zim- 
babwe should commission a study to review the possibility 
of promoting the development of gold jewellery and plat- 
inum manufacturing in the southern African region. Local 
manufacturers could be permitted to enjoy discounts or 
rebates on gold purchased for value-added exports. 
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Burundi 


Official Comments on Progess at Presidency 
Talks 

£A2408191394 Bujumbura Radio-1elevision Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] Talks on the restoration of the presidency and 
how the country should be governed continued today at 
the Kigobe Peoples’ Palace. Mr. Antoine Niyembazi, the 
head of the team which ts chairing the talks, told us about 
the progress of the talks. He also replied to other questions 
put to him by our colleague, Felix Bamboneyeko. 


[Begin recording] [Niyembazi] Talks are progressing well. 
[passage indistinct] 


{[Bamboneyeko] Most people believe that the current 
talks will end on Friday, 26 August. Do you think that 
they will end on Friday? 


[ Nyembazi] They may possibly end on Friday, in view of 
the progress being made. However, 1f they do not end on 
Friday, they could end on Saturday or Sunday. What is 
essential 1s that we examine all the ideas (?without) 
rushing things, so that we do not end up making mistakes 
for the sake of saving time. Our aim 1s to finish the job 
[words indistinct]. [end recording] 


Gabon 


National Assembly Meets, Discusses Judicial 
Reforms 


AB2208175194 Libreville RIG Chaine Nationale Radio 
Network in French 1200 GMT 22 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The news at the beginning of this week 1s 
dominated by the opening of the extraordinary session of 
parliament at Democracy Village this morning. There are 
six bills on the agenda which relate to judicial reforms: The 
first bill is an amendment to the law fixing the composi- 
tion, organization, and operation of the High Council of 
Magistracy; the second is on the general organization of 
justice in our country; the third bill amends the law on the 
Constitutional Court; the fourth fixes the organization, 
composition, competence, and operation of the judicial, 
appeal, and first instance courts: the fifth and sixth bills 
fix, respectively, concern the organization, composition, 
competence, and operation of the administrative court, 
and the organization and rules of procedure for the Rev- 
enue Court. Here is an extract of the address by Elo 
Rahandi Chambrien, National Assembly speaker, at the 
opening of this morning’s session: 


[Begin Chambrien recording] Today’s extraordinary ses- 
sion 18 being held because of the government’s and the 
National Assembly’s concern in responding to a consti- 
tutional preoccupation. In fact, Article 118, Paragraph 3 
of the Constitution, provides that the Supreme Court 
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and each of its chambers remain in place and conserve 
their jurisdiction until the establishment of judicial, 
administrative, and revenue courts—within six months— 
beginning from the date of the promulgation of this law. 
This promulgation, as you well know, came into effect on 
18 March. This session's agenda will therefore focus essen- 
tially on reforms to our country’s judicial system. 


The problems and concerns of our people remain with us 
still, and Gabonese men and women expect adequate 
solutions from their leaders. Their hopes, which can 
rightfully be placed in the virtues of civil peace procured 
by negotiations between the majority and the opposition, 
would be quickly transformed into frustration akin to 
despair, if by chance some people were try to turn back 
the clock, and block, through tactical and political 
maneuvers, the advance of democratic conquests which 
have been resolutely made by our people since the end of 
the national conference. Today, we must act in such a 
way that Gabonese citizens regain confidence in the 
state. The expectations of the people must be met by 
fixing very precise objectives, which would prompt them 
to surpass themselves and to make sacrifices in their 
daily fight for democracy and progress. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


Rwanda 


Premier on Refugees, Government Problems 
BR2408112494 Brussels LE SOIR in French 24 Aug °4 p 2 


[Interview with Rwandan Prime Minister Faustin Twa- 
giramungu by Colette Braeckman in Kigali; date not 
given: “Faustin Twagiramungu on his Government's 
Policy and Resources”’} 


{ Text] [Braeckman] What is your priority as head of 
government? 


| !wagiramungu] First and foremost, we must make the 
people come back. My people must come back to 
Rwanda and get back to work. I cannot imagine them 
remaining dependent on international aid for a long 
time. | would like to be assured that the safety conditions 
will be sufficient to be able to go to Zaire and try and 
convince them to return. However, there are still a great 
many extremists there with grenades and machetes. 
They are causing more and more intimidation. I have 
also learned that they have created a sort of state within 
a State over there, in which the people have a structure of 
municipal advisers and in which officials and soldiers 
are even paid, whereas here the coffers are empty. I also 
want to be able to recover state property that was taken 
to Zaire: The buses, the cars, and even funds from the 
Bank of Rwanda. 


[Braeckman] If the people are to come back, they must 
have reassurances about their safety. 
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{ Twagiramungu] That is true. There must not be any 
arbitrariness. This is why those military personnel who 
committed exactions and even killed people have been 
arrested. They will be judged severely. We are going to 
create a War Council for this purpose. 


[braeckman] You are leading an empty country. 


[ T wagiramungu] Let us not go overboard: Say there are | 
million dead and 2 million refugees abroad. That leaves 
4 million Rwandans, plus the former refugees who are 
coming back, 1.e., more than 200,000 people from 
Burundi and Uganda! I have to admit that this is an 
inflow of people, which we were not expecting. 


However, the return of recent refugees is an absolute 
priority, otherwise the conflict will start up again. Gue- 
rilla warfare 1s not the monopoly of the RPF [Rwandan 
Patriotic Front]. If activity resumes, it could deteriorate 
into a local conflict, because our troops, who are fresh 
from the war, would not fail to react and would be likely 
to take the war over into Zaire. There is trouble in 
Tanzania too: People returning from Burundi passing 
near the camps in Tanzania have been attacked. In all, 
15 have died. 


{[Braeckman] Do you have the means to govern. 


[Twagiramungu] Not at all. It 1s obvious that security, 
the return of the refugees, and normalization after the 
tragedy we have experienced all depend on the func- 
tioning of our government. Yet we have no resources: 
The state coffers have been emptied and nobody 1s 
helping us. Everyone comes here to take notes and talk 
about long-term cooperaiion or emergency aid, but | 
have to ask the Worle: Food Program to distribute 
rations so that the officials who have agreed to come 
back to work can at least eat! Nobody is getting paid. We 
want to appoint prefects aad councillors everywhere so 
that the municipal administrations can get going again, 
but those people have to feed themselves too, and get 
from one place to another. All government cars have 
gone abroad. Not even the agriculture minister has a jeep 
to go into the country and assess the problems. 


[Braeckman] Yet aid seems to be coming into Rwanda. 
Cars belonging to nongovernmental organizations and 
the United Nations are driving around everywhere. 


{Twagiramungu] Of course, but they are only interested 
in the humanitarian side of things! Of course people have 
to be cared for, and cholera and dysentery have to be 
stopped. The press films the departures and arrivals of 
people and the humanitarian aspect mobilizes all the 
attention, but people are forgetting about politics. The 
primary condition for getting the country going again 1s 
for the government to get back into operation. However, 
nobody seems to be worried about that. The United 
States offered us $500 million, the European Union $240 
million, but only for emergency humanitarian actions. 
They do not even think of giving the government a 
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satellite telephone link which would allow us to commu- 
nicate with the outside world. They do not even think 
about giving us decent radio equipment, even though 
everyone knows that it is essential. 


{Braeckman] Nevertheless, Radio Rwanda is operating. 


{Twagiramungu] The national radio station can only be 
received within a radius of 19 km around Kigali. If it had 
been possible to listen to us in the regions of Gikongoro 
or Cyangugu, we might not have seen the fresh exodus of 
the past few days. We could have used that radio station 
to reassure the people, but since the beginning nobody 
has offered us a transmitter capable of countering, from 
Kigali, the harmful influence of Radio Mille Collines. 


{[Braeckman] How are your relations with the RPF devel- 
oping? Some people fear you are a hostage of the RPF. 


{Twagiramungu] Our relations are good. In any case we 
agree On a common goal, i.e., implementing the mecha- 
nism provided for in the Arusha peace agreement and 
getting the institutions back in operation. Of course, 
there have been changes since the initial plan, but the 
massacres and exodus were not predicted. They were 
new elements. In any case, I can tell you that it is the 
government that holds the real power. I am truly 
unaware of any decisions taken without my knowledge. 


{[Braeckman] Could a general amnesty make the people 
come back? 


[Twagiramungu] In 1945, when the allies had just beaten 
the Germans and the concentration camps were discov- 
ered, would anyone have dreamed of asking them to 
declare an amnesty? What we actually need is an interna- 
tional court here to apply clear and transparent justice. To 
decree an amnesty would be to open the way for personal 
revenge and settling of scores. That would be hypocrisy. 


[Braeckman] You talked about 30,000 potential guilty 
parties? 


[T wagiramungu] I was misunderstood. I meant that this 
genocide was planned and implemented at all levels of 
power, the prefectures, the municipalities, and even the 
local units. There are about 30,000 people who work in 
these structures, but I never said that they were all guilty, 
far from it. That will be for the courts to decide. 


Zaire 


UN Official: ‘Virtual War’ Exists in Refugee 
Camps 


AB2508094894 Paris AFP in English 0928 GMT 
25 Aug 94 


[By Francois-Xavier Harispe] 


[Text] Goma, Zaire, Aug 25 (AFP)—A state of “virtual 
war’ has broken out in Rwandan refugee camps around 
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The Zairean army keeps order, after its own fashion, in 
Goma, 30 kilometres (19 miles) from Kimbumba. On 
Wednesday night, automatic weapons fire was heard in the 
town for almost an hour, but details of the incident could 
not be obtained on Thursday as normal life resumed. 


More than a million refugees fled across Rwanda’s 
northwest border towards the town when the camage 
broke out after the death of Hutu president Juvenal 
Habyarimana tn a suspicious plane crash on 6 April. 


Radical Opposition Criticizes French Presence in 
Rwanda 


AB2308183094 Paris AFP in French 1215 GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] Kinshasa, 23 Aug (AFP)}—-The Zairian radical 
opposition today continued its traditionally virulent 
attacks against the French presence in Rwanda at the end 
of Operation Turquoise. LA TEMPETE DES 
TROPIQUES entitled its editorial “Tail Between the 
Legs’ to describe the conditions under which France left 
Rwanda, stressing that the “so-called security zone force- 
fully occupied by the French at Cyangugu in Rwanda 
simply enabled them to retrieve their accomplices in the 
Rwandan Armed Forces and Hutu militia.” 


LE PALMARES points out that “the departure of 
French Forces ushers in a new era for the country’s 
leaders (...) who will no longer feel humiliated by a 
scornful foreign power.’ What must also be stressed is 
that. in the minds of many Rwandans, and even the 
majority of Zairians, France’s meddling in African 
affairs has exarcebated the resentment of Africans for the 
French (...). From Togo to Zaire, through Cameroon and 
Congo, France has acted under cover to perpetuate the 
misery of Africans.“ 


In true radical press tradition, LE PHARE claims that 
“the French have not carried out any political action to 
reduce tension in Rwanda. Paris, which makes no secret 
of its hostility to the Rwandan Patnotic Front, accuses 
the Kigali gevernment of not reassuring all Rwandans, 
while the French allowed certain extremists to launch 
appeals for exile from the zone they controlled.” 


Finally, UMOJA devotes itself to denouncing France's 
colonial action in Asia, Algeria, and Zaire, where the 
people must free themselves from the Franco-Mobutu 
voke. The radical opposition regularly attacks France, 
criticizing in no uncertain terms its African policy in 
general and in particular its position in Zaire, where it 1s 
accused of supporting the “dictatorship.** France 1s also 
accused of favoring the formation of the ‘illegal’ Kengo 
wa Dondo government. 


further 
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Somalia 


SNA Official, U.S. Envoy Discuss Conflict 


F-A2508100594 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 0445 GMT 
25 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The deputy chairman of Somali National Alli- 
ance [SNA] and chairman of Somali Patriotic Movement. 
Mr. Ahmed Omar Jays, received the American envoy to 
Somalia, Mr. David Samson, at his residence in Mogad- 
ishu vesterday. Mr. Jays and the U.S. envoy discussed the 
fratricidal and internecine war in Somalia saying that the 
country’s pitiful situation was a clear testimony of how 
human beings can become their own worst enemies. Both 
Mr. Jays and the U.S. envoy called for speedy solutions to 
the Somal: problem. [passage omitted] 


Somali National Alliance Condemns ‘False’ UN 
Reports 


FA2408203594 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
24 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] A spokesman for the Somali National Alliance 
[SNA] today vehemently condemned false reports 
spread by the UN spokesman in New York, and by the 
United Nations Operation in Somalia in Mogadishu, 
regarding the attack against Indian troops. 


The reports claimed that SNA forces participated in the 
act, and also said that the Habar Gidir subclan is dictating 
the administration of the area where the attack occurred. 
The SNA spokesman clearly stated that this act of banditry 
was not connected to SNA forces or their supporters. 
Rather. the SNA has condemned this attack, and an 
investigation team composed of the seven member orga- 
nizations of the SNA was appointed. At the same time, the 
SNA has conveyed its condolences to the Indian Govern- 
ment and people on the occasion of the death of the Indian 
soldiers in Somalia. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Minister Comments on Current Government 
Structure 


F-A2408162194 Zanzibar Voice of Tanzania in Swahili 
1200 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The deputy secretary general of the Revolutionary 
Party [CCM] in Zanzibar, the Honorable Ali Amer 
Mohamed, has stressed that the move toward the real- 
ization of the long term policy of transforming the union 
government into one government will be decided 
through the consent of the people on both sides of the 
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union of Tanzania. He said that. althoueg?: the reso'’ution 


made by the CCM’s national executive committee 
asserted the existence of twe yvernmments, with an 
eventual move toward the establishment of one govern- 
ment, it was the duty of the citizens to decide on the 


nature of the government when they feel there 1s a need 


for this 


Hon. Ali Amer Mohamed said this today when he 
addressed pressmen tn his office at Kisiwa Ndui. Zanzibar. 
He explained that the current structure of the two govern- 
ments was ideal and constituted the CCM’s policy for the 
nineties. The CCM deputy secretary general further said 
that a decision by the CCM would be conveved to the 
ciuzens through an election notice next vear 

On the issue of meeting with leaders of the opposition 
parties in Zanzibar. Hon. Ali Amer Mohamed empha- 
sized that his party would not meet with the opposition 


until they recognized the CCM as the ruling party and 
the current leadership of the revolutionary government 
of Zanzibar. He also castigated the habit of hurling 
abuses at political party leaders, and urged all politicians 
to desist from doing so 


l ganda 
Foreign Minister Urges Rwandan Reconciliation 


EA2408 100094 Kampala Radio | eanda Network in 
Enelish 0400 GMIT 24 Aue ¥4 


[Excerpts] The second deputy prime nister and min- 
ister of foreign attairs, Mr. Pa Ssemogerere, has 
expressed government s deep concert r the enormous 
Rwandan refugee problem which has resu.ied into over 2 
million people living outside and about | million dis- 
placed inside the country. He called for reconcihation 
among the Rwandan leaders to have this problem solved 
The second deputy prime minister was speaking at a 


outgoing Rwandan ambas- 
Kanvarushoki at 


luncheon held in honor of 1! 
sador to Uganda, Mr. Prerre-Claves 
Nile hotel in Kampala 


He said that Uganda 1s committed work with the 
international community and with the Rwandan author- 
ities in seeking a lasting solutron to the Rwandan con- 
flict. He said that the Government of Uganda will 
continue to assist in whatever way possible to promote 
peace and stability in Rwanda, but added that the 
problem can be only solved by the Rwandan people 
themselves. [passage emitted] 

On his part, the outgoing Rwandan ambassador hoped 
that the excellent relationship that existed before the 
Rwandan conflict will be resumed for the benefit of the 
people of the two countries. He said that there 1s need for 
a political solution to the conflict in Rwanda, through 
the implementation of the Arusha agreement 
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Mandela To Make State Visit To U.S. in October 


MB2408 154794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1531 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Cape Town August 24 SAPA—President Nelson 
Mandela is to make a state visit to the United States in 
October, according to his office on Wednesday. The 
visit, from 4 to 6 October, will be the first visit of this 
Status by a South African head of state to the United 
States. Mr. Mandela accepted President Bill Clinton's 
invitation on Wednesday. 


During his visit Mr. Mandela will meet congressional 
leaders, including members of the Black Caucus, address 
a joint session of Congress and meet leaders of the 
business and financial community and other prominent 
Amenicans. 


The state visit will be preceded by a visit to New York 
where the president is to address the United Nations 
General Assembly on 3 October. 


The White House said earlier that Mr. Clinton would host 
a state dinner for Mr. Mandela during the visit. He would 
have a private meeting with Mr. Clinton and other admin- 
istration officials during a day at the White House. 


Mandela Addresses Issue of MP’s Salaries, 
Policies 


MB2308154494 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Aug 94 p 3 


{Report by Political Correspondent Chris Whitfield] 


[Text] Cape Town—President Nelson Mandela has 
moved sharply to address a set of controversies involving 
his Government, promising action in each case and 
hinting that MP’s salaries could be sliced. 


Closing debate on his budget vote yesterday, Mandela 
turned to a string of issues which have been the subject of 
some debate recently. They include: 


—The salaries of Ministers, MP’s and other public 
officials. The Department of State Expenditure would 
be preparing new guidelines and “recommendations 
will soon be tabled for discussion.” 


—The reported R10 million [rands] renovation of resi- 
dences for the President and Deputy Presidents: 
“Even if these decisions were taken before our time, 
and whatever the motivation then was, it is of utmost 
importance that this Government takes firm control 
of all these matters.” 


—The SABC’s [South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion] policy on language, particularly Afrikaans. 


—South Africa’s arms production and sales policies. 


Mandela said a “perception is taking root that the 
Government is less than frugal in handling pvblic 
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finances.”’ While this did not take into account pro- 
grammes that were being implemented, “we would be 
failing in our duty if we were to allow these perceptions 
to take root.” He had also asked the Department of 
Public Works to provide reports on “the work being 
undertaken to renovate and furnish buildings earmarked 
for leading officials.” 


The President added that a comprehensive policy posi- 
tion needed to be thrashed out to ensure that South 
Africa “fulfills its obligations within the regime of arms 
productions and sales.” 


Turning to the row over the use of Afrikaans on SABC 
television—sparked by reports that it would be 
reduced—Mandela said the intermm constitution pro- 
vided for equal status for all languages. “This, however, 
should be understood against the backdrop of the fact 
that two languages have, during the years of apartheid, 
been promoted over others.” 


“None of us should seek domination, whether premised 
on past policies, or in an endeavour to rectify past 
wrongs,” said the President. 


Zimbabwean President Arrives for Meeting on 
Lesotho 


1B 2408191594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1825 
(GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Yext] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe arrived in Pretoria on Wednesday [24 
August] for consultations over the crisis in Lesotho, 
ZIANA News Agency reported. Mr. Mugabe's chartered 
aircraft touched down at Waterkloof military airbase in 
Pretoria at 1630, roughly the same time Botswana Pres- 
ident Sir Ketumile Masire arrived for the talks. 


King Letsie III, who dissolved the Lesotho Government 
lasi week, and Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, who was 
ousted 1n the “royal coup,” have also arrived for the talks 
scheduled for Thursday. 


The summit follows a meeting of Mr. Mugabe, Sir 
Ketumile and South Africa’s President Nelson Mandela 
in Botswana on Tuesday. The three resolved that the two 
Lesotho protagonists should be brought face to face in 
pretoria and expressed regret at the actions taken by 
King Letsie Il. 


Mr. Mugabe is expected to chair Thursday's meeting. 


Lesotho King, Mugabe, Masire Arrive at Union 
Buildings 

MB2508085494 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0805 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 25 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, Botswana President Sir Ketumile 
Masire, deposed Lesotho Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhele 
and Lesotho King Letsie III on Thursday morning 
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arrived at the Union Buildings in Pretoria for talks with 
President Nelson Mandela on the crisis in Lesotho. 


Organisation for African Unity General Secretary Salim 
Ahmed Salim will also attend the meeting. Sources said 
Mr. Mandela had a private discussion with Mr. 
Mokhehle before the meeting started. It 1s expected the 
talks will continue until mid-afternoon. 


The meeting will consider an appeal from Mr. Mokhehle 
for action to restore his government, and a call for 
recognition from the provisional council appointed by 
King Letsie. 


The mountain kingdom was plunged into a crisis on 
Wednesday last week when King Letsie dissolved 
Lesotho’s elected parliament and government and 
appointed a provisional council of ministers tn its place. 


Earlier this week Mr. Mandela said the king’s actions 
had been “unacceptable” and unconstitutional. Mr. 
Mokhehle’s government had to be reinstated but the 
position of the monarchy had to be addressed, he said. 


Other Southern African countries have also condemned 
King Letsie’s actions. 


Lesotho’s King Letsie III Arrives in Pretoria for 
Talks 


MB2408 195394 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] King Letsie III of Lesotho is now in Pretoria, 
where he will attend tomorrow’s summit meeting on the 
political crisis in his country. He 1s accompanied by 
Lesotho’s foreign minister, Mr. Evaristus Sekhonyana, 
and the minister of agriculture, Mr. Khauta Khasu. 
Deposed Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, President 
Nelson Mandela, and the presidents of Zimbabwe and 
Botswana will also attend the Union Buildings meeting. 


Lesotho Citizens Demonstrate in Support of 
Mokhehle 


MB2508100594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0936 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 25 SAPA—A small group of Lesotho 
citizens living and working in South Africa on Thursday 
{25 August] morning demonstrated outside the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria in support of deposed Lesotho 
Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle. 


The demonstration was held while Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe, Botswana President sir Ketumile 
Masire, Lesotho King Letsie Ill and Mr. Mokhehle were 
having talks with President Nelson Mandela on the crisis 
in Lesotho. A spokesman for the demonstrators, Martin 
Mohosho, said the king’s actions were an insult to the 
Lesotho nation and to democracy. 


The mountain kingdom was plunged into a crisis on 
Wednesday last week when King Letsie dissolved 
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Lesotho’s elected parliament and government and 
appointed a provisional council of ministers in their place. 


Buthelezi Advocates Federalism, ANC Split From 
Partners 


AU 2408140894 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
24 Aug 94 p 3 


[Report by Thomas Knemeyer: “*Mandela Is Our President’ 


[Text] Cape Town—In April, South African President 
Nelson Mandela had still written him off politically. At 
best, Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi is popular 
with conservative whites, Mandela mocked before the 
elections. On the other hand, Buthelezi regarded Man- 
dela as a power politician, who “‘is basically devoted to a 
one-party state.” The feud between their adherents, 
which had been going on since 1984, claimed 20,000 
victims and threatened South Afmca’s transition to 
democracy without racial barriers. 


Today, Mandela ts the president and Buthelezi the interior 
minister. In an interview with DIE WELT, Buthelezi 
stated yesterday: “Mardela 1s the president of al] of us, 
also of those who did not vote for him.” However, political 
differences remain, particularly in the controversy over a 
stronger federal structure in South Africa. 


While Mandela is curbing things, federalist Buthelezi is 
now supported by all seven African National Congress 
[ANC] prime ministers in the provinces. “The prime 
ministers are now also calling for exclusive powers for 
the provinces because they do not want to be the puppets 
of the central government. Recently, one of them 
embraced me and said: Why did you have to struggle for 
that alone for such a long time? I was made a bogeyman 
because I advocated a constitution according to the 
German or U.S. example,’ Buthelezi said in retrospect. 


The Inkatha chief continues to claim a special position 
for the Zulus, South Africa’s strongest tribe: “We Zulus 
have always been a sovereign people. Therefore, we 
insisted on our king’s role being laid down in the 
Constitution.” 


Buthelezi called for the ANC’s secession from the alli- 
ance partners, the communists and the Cosatu trade 
union. The ongoing strike in the car industry shows how 
wrong it was “to be allied, as a government party, with a 
trade union.”’ The ANC is forced to take sides with the 
workers. Buthelezi: “But the car industry pays the 
highest wages in South Africa anyway.” 


Buthelezi stresses that the freedom of the press 1s mean- 
while unviolable in South Africa. Censorship and the 
deportation of disagreeable journalists will not be pos- 
sible under him: “As interior minister, I cannot expel 
anyone from the country just because I do not like what 
he writes.” Regarding pornography—which has been 
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strictly prohibited in South Africa so far—he things that it 
iS humiliating if women have their private parts photo- 
graphed. However, one cannot dictate io adults “what they 
are permitted to read or look at,” Buthelezi said. 


Alleged ANC Military Wing Member Arrested 


MB2308172894 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] The police have arrested a man who claims to be 
a member of the ANC’s Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of 
the Nation; ANC military wing], in connection with the 
attack in which a policeman was killed at the Delft police 
station in the Cape Peninsula. 


Another four men are in detention after they were found 
in possession of firearms. A policeman was killed and 
three people were wounded tn the attack in which armed 
men tried to steal a truck full of firearms. The robbers 
fled when passing security guards opened fire on them. 
The dramatic development in the investigation follows 
earlier statements by an APLA [Azanian People’s Liber- 
ation Army] commander who said a breakaway APLA 
faction could have carried out the attack in an attempt to 
get weapons 


The arrest was the second of a suspected police murderer 
in the Western Cape in the past two days. 


ANC’s Sisulu Warns Against Forces Undermining 
Unity 

MB2308 162694 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 

22 Aug 94 p4 


[Report by Deon Lamprecht} 


{ Text] Stanger—There are forces which want to undermine 
political unity and progress in South Africa, ANC Deputy 
Minister Walter Sisulu said here. “These forces want to 
reintroduce white domination and apartheid,” he said. Mr. 
Sisulu spoke during the opening of ihe Albert Luthuli 
Memorial Library in Groutville, near Stanger, on the 
KwaZulu/Natal north coast on Saturday. He said people 
had bought freedom with their blood and sweat, and would 
allow no one to take it away from them. 


Mr. Sisulu said the ANC held out as an objective the 
improvement of the lives of all South Africans. “How- 
ever, it will take a while. The most important task is to 
entrench democracy in the country,” he said. 


De Klerk on Government of National Unity 


MB2308122794 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Aug 94 p17 


{Report on interview with Deputy President F.W. de Klerk 
by editor Shaun Johnson; place and date not given] 
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[Text] On his low post-election profile: 


I have specifically kept a low profile and concentrated 
within the GNU [Government of National Unity] on 
being helpful in establishing a good and sound working 
relationship. 


On being no longer in charge cf Government: 


Not being in charge is the result of the election. It did not 
come as a shock to me, and I am not finding it difficult 
to adapt because the whole process affords me many 
opportunities to play a very constructive role. | feel that 
is my duty at the moment. I am not in the job for the 
glamour and the honour and the powers. I am doing 
what I am doing because I believe South Africa has a 
one-off chance to really break through to a new and 
prosperous future for all. 


On the honeymoon: 


In the sense of everybody being extra-cautious, yes, the 
honeymoon is over. That does not mean the NP 
[National Party] 1s now taking the gloves half-off and 
(wii) im three months’ trme become very rough and 
aggressive. '° *, as I said recently on the issue of 


parliamer: nersonships, we will not allow our- 
selves to be Pusu a around 
Opposit: » lc which we will play, but we'll do so 


with responsi:vinly and in a very constructive spirit. We 
don’t have a strategy to walk out of the GNU ata specific 
moment. 


On the GNU’s first 100 days: 


I think we couldn't have done much more in the first 190 
davs. Taking into account that the big gest percentage of 
the members of the Cabinet have no experience of 
governing, (that they) had to get to know departments, 
establish themselves freshly in office, build relationships 
with senior advisers—and all of us are on a learning 
curve in this sort of coalitton—we could not have done 
much more. 


On progress made by the GNU: 


Behind the scenes good progress has been made, not all 
of it visible. The White Paper on the RDP, which ts 
fundamental, has made very good progress. 


On problems encountered: 


There were a few problems, especially during July. (1 am) 
critical of the fact that a few individual ministers jumped 
the gun and made statements which do not reflect 
agreed-upon policy, such as statemerts on the Truth 
Commission. i am also concerned about the decision on 
the allocation of chairpersonships of parliamentary 
standing committees. | am particularly worried about 
the implications of this in terms of the role being played 
by elements within the ANC caucus. (However), | do not 
think any harm has been dene that can.._i be repaired. 
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On the masses’ expectation: 


I can understand the feeling of expectancy in certain 
quarters. They want to see results. | would support the 
statements of the president and my colleague, Deputy 
President Mbeki, that people must (temper) their expec- 
tations and realise that, looking at the magnitude of the 
tisk, things cannot be done in a month or two. Within 
the GNU there is a deep understanding that we have to 
deliver progress sooner rather than later. 


On whether he has been under pressure from the NP to quit: 


No, I have not been under pressure from my caucus at all. 
| am firing on all my cylinders and pistons and I am 
enjoying what I am doing. There were even stories that I 
am due to resign. Somewhere, somehow, someone ts being 
very malicious in this regard. I have never considered it. 


On dissension in the GNU: 


I see basically three scenarios with regard to decisions 
and statements within the GNU. Firstly, if we have 
agreed on an issue then we will constructively and loyally 
support such policies that we have agreed upon. Sec- 
ondly, there is the possibility that we cannot reach 
consensus but are not dealing with a matter of funda- 
mental importance. 


The way to handle that would be to say publicly that | am 
against it. What we must avoid is the third category, 
where on matters of fundamental importance we do not 
reach consensus. Where fundamental principles come 
into play, where it might become a matter (on which) a 
majority party tries to force through an issue: that we 
must avoid. 


On lessons of negotiations: 


It is not as if we are without experience—we have come 
through the whole negotiations process with regard to 
the new constitution and we reached, on real funda- 
mental issues from time to time, such moments and we 
were able to build bridges and to reach compromise. 


On possible future threats to the GNU: 


I could identify a number of risks lying ahead. One 
would be that all parties, the leaders present in the GNU, 
must continue to carry their constituencies with them. 
Serious divisions—specifically within the ANC—would 
pose a serious threat to the GNU. 


Deviation from what has already been agreed upon 
would pose a very serious threat and, let’s pray to God it 
will not happen, but a revival of violence on a wide scale 
will pose a very serious threat. 


On Finance Minister Derek Keys’s shock resignation: 


I tried to the very last moment (to prevent it); it was an 
evolutionary situation with regard to Minister Keys. | 
tried right to the last moment to prevent him from taking 
the final decision. 
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He felt—and | agree with him—that it was the decent 
thing to do. The moment that his decision became final 
(it was important) to announce it so that his successor 
could be chosen as soon as possible and could become 
party already to the budget-making process. 


On the new Cabinet position now available to the NP: 


We are still in negotiations with the president. It 1s not 
just appointing somebody, it is deciding what the respon- 
sibility of such a minister will be and, in terms of the 
constitution, that has be to be negotiated. I have had 
preliminary discussions with the president. I am con- 
sulting the leaders of the NP at the moment and there is 
no hurry. 


His assessment of the new Cabinet's competence: 


I think the Cabinet can be described as a group of people 
who can develop into a good team, and they have good 
talent (on the whole). 


On the IFP’s [Inkatha Freedom Party] role in the GNU: 


I think the IFP is adapting well. It is being constructive 
in the GNU and I have no criticism. I praise the way in 
which Mr Buthelezi and his colleagues are co-operative 
in the GNU. 


On the NP’s post-election state of preparedness: 


The NP 1s not a defeated party in the sense that it 1s 
down in the dumps. There was an element of disappoint- 
ment (with the outcome of the election): there is a firm 
belief that we have done much better than the actual 
results reflect. But there 1s striving, and the NP 1s already 
gearing itself towards growth. 


Our plans are ready, our budget is ready; we are not in 
the red. We are not a rich party but we are not in the red 
and we are raring to go. You will be hearing more and 
more and seeing more of us. 


We have regrouped, and we are organised for what lies 
ahead, and that is our goal to become the biggest party in 
South Africa at the next election. 


On whether he believes the election result was rigged: 


I do not thing the election result was rigged, but I think 
many people were issued with voting cards (when they) 
were below age or did not qualify. 


I think there were some irregularities, and it is on that 
basis that we say had that been totally avoided success- 
fully, our percentage would have been substantially 
higher. 


On continuing white dominance of the NP: 


Nothing is further from the truth. The NP would regard 
it aS an insult to appoint people on the basis of their 
colour merely to reflect a picture. I have within the party 
black people in leading positions. 
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On the possibility of realignment before the next election: 


I think not at this particular point in time. | think that 
maybe a moment (might come) when it might become 
(possible-—when we have finalised negotiation on the 
new constitution—after about two years. it is not NP 
strategy to play petty politics with regard to potential 
divisions in other parties. 


On possible changes in the Interim Constitution: 


] think our transitional constitution is basically a good 
one. I would like to see the main principles continued 
and taken up in the final constitution. 


One area which will obviously have to be addressed is 
the question of the executive. As for the rest, I don't 
think we need to deviate much, and | predict that the 
final constitution will not look all that much different. I 
would like to (see) a greater distance between the exec- 
utive and the legislature. 


On what he misses by no longer being president: 


The capacity to, after I have become convinced that the 
decision is the right one, take it and implement it. (That 
is) the essence because apart from that, my life has not 
really changed that much 1n a sense. Status as such has 
never been really important to me. 


On the recent wave of strikes: 


I feel very strongly about the question of labour stability 
and stability in the workplace. (The present problems) 
can or should be solved by all role players. 


They should not waste any time, get together and work 
for an economic (pact) which can offer to the workers the 
certainty that their interests will be catered for in an 
orderly manner, even if they are asked to initially make 
sacrifices in order to ensure that the economy gets the 
necessary kick-start. (It should be) an agrer ment, like- 
wise, which will offer to the employers and private sector 
the certainty that there would be stability in the work- 
place, and they can plan on that basis. 


On the high crime rate: 


I think the successful implementation of the RDP 
{Reconstruction Development Program]—which, to my 
mind, must address the question of the so called “‘lost 
generation’ —can make a significant contribution. 
Simultaneously, I think the de-politicising of the police 
force will hopefully result in much closer co-operation 
between the police and the community, and that can 
make a significant contribution. 


Therefore, | think the criminals must be on their guards. 
I regard the fighting of crime as one of the top priorities 
because crime is having a terrible effect on our country at 
the moment. I perceive the same attitude among our 
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partners in the GNU and, therefore, | have high hopes 
that we will develop strategies which will successfully cut 
the crime rate down. 


HNP Leader Marais Says De Klerk Has No Role 
in Country 


MB2408131394 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in 
Afrikaans 12-18 Aug 94 p 1 


[Unattributed report] 


[Text] The confession by former State President F.W. de 
Klerk that his one-time supporte:s have left him in the 
lurch, and his appeal that they should trust him because 
they know him, ts an indication of how his star is waning. 


The fragments of South Africa that remained after he 
wrecked and left his fatherland in chaos bear testimony 
against him. His efforts now to secure a place in the new 
South Africa also are becoming a big farce. Mr. De Klerk 
is totally unsure whether his current role 1s to work with 
the communists in the ANC in a government of national 
unity and or whether lic should oppose Nelson Man- 
dela’s new government. At the moment he ts failing in 
both respects. The National Party and its leader are fast 
disappearing into oblivion. 


In the light of this uncertainty, and the apparent rejection 
of Mr. De Klerk and his party, HNP [Reformed National 
Party] leader Jaap Marais issued the following statement: 
“Mr. De Klerk’s call of ‘you know me; trust me’ ts virtually 
the distress cry of a politician who knows he 1s not being 
trusted exactly because he is known too well. 


“It is significant to note that De Klerk wants to appeal to 
his past so as to get confidence and support, instead of 
doing so through spelling out his future policy and a 
program of action. 


“His past bears witness to broken promises, false assur- 
ances, complete failure in his negotiations with the 
ANC-SACP [South African Communist Party], and total 
miscalculation of the course of the election through 
which he handed South Africa over to a communist- 
controlled force. 


“Now that De Kierk has been stripped of the propagan- 
distic praises he enjoyed as the state president, it now 
can be seen how insignificant he is, in fact, as a political 
figure, and how disastrous it has been for South Africa to 
be entrusted to a man who so conspicuously lacks the 
abilities to have been a state president. 


“It is clear that he has failed as leader of his party, and he is 
aware that he has lost the confidence of his party. In 
addition, he has alienated himself from the Afrikaner people 
while destroying the National Party at the same time. 


“F.W, de Klerk will be weighed in history as the lightest 
head of state South Africa ever had until 1994. 
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“Due to the low moral quality of his politics, the political 
atmosphere would be cleaner if he could remove himself 
from it and denounce his Afrikaans origin.” 


Truck Blockades Spread to Oiher Major Routes 


MB2408 131794 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The KwaZulu/Natal Premier, Dr. Frank Mdla- 
lose, says his government is determined to solve the 
trucking crisis at the Mooi River toll plaza as a matter of 
urgency. Dr. Mdlalose said that although his government 
supported workers’ rights to collective bargaining, it was 
opposed to wild cat action. 


About 2,000 trick drivers have been using their vehicles 
to block the N4 at Mooi River since Monday in a protest 
against wages and working conditions. Labor Minister 
Tito Mboweni and representatives of the truckers were 
still lockec in negotiations at Mooi River this morning. 
Local residents took to dirt roads to get to destinations 
around Mooi River. Motorists travelling between 
Durban and Johannesburg are being directed by Pieter- 
maritzburg traffic officials onto the R33 and R74 via 
Greytown. 


A short while ago there were three truck blockades in 
three other places on major routes. Last night lorry 
drivers set up a blockade on the N1 between Cape Town 
and Johannesburg at Colesburg in the Northern Cape. 
Earlier this morning drivers began using their lorries to 
block the N2 just north of Port Elizabeth. However, our 
news staff in the city reports that the drivers appeared to 
be moving their vehicles out of the way. 


There is also a blockade on a section of the N2 on the 
Natal north coast near Stanger. 


Truckers Agree To End Blockade 


MB2408181194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1703 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Durban Aug 24 SAPA—Truckers at the Mooi 
River toll plaza on Wednesday [24 August] evening 
agreed to end the blockade, which caused huge traffic 
pileups on either side of the plaza. 


At a meeting on Wednesday evening at the toll plaza 
truckers were briefed and accepted a draft agreement 
with employers to establish a national industrial council. 
The council will set in place mechanisms to negotiate 
and approve wages and working conditions. According 
to a copy of the agreement, employers agreed “that wages 
in the industry are low and should be changed radically”. 


Employers in the agreement were represented by, among 
others, the Motor Transport Owners Association, the 
Road Freight Association and the Confederation of 
Motor Transport Owners Association [MTOA]. 


The agreement says a meeting will be held on Friday to 
continue negotiations towards establishing the industrial 
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council. According to the agreement workers will be paid 
for the time spent blockading. 


The agreement is subject to the clearing of blockades 
across the country, to begin no later than 0800 on 
Thursday. 


Congress of SA Trade Unions Assistant General Secretary 
Zwelinzi Vavi said: “We appeal to truckers who are not 
aware we have found a solution to this crisis that they 
should begin to heed the call to resume their duties.” 


Transport and General Workers Union Secretary Gen- 
eral Randall Howard said negotiations to begin on 
Friday would “‘try and change the face of the industry as 
a matter of urgency.” 


He said Labour Minister Tito Mboweni had promised to 
call on employers not party to the agreement to refrain 
from disciplining workers and act wtih restraint. 


MTOA President Johan van der Walt said he was 
relieved the situation had been resolved. “I sincerely 
believe and hope negotiations will contribute to con- 
tinued labour peace in our industry.” 


KwaZulu/Natal Transport MEC [member Executive 
Council] Sbu Ndebele said everything was being done to 
facilitate the smooth movement of trucks. 


Blockades Around Country Lifted 


MB2508065994 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The road blockades on major routes throughout 
the country have heer ‘ified. The main blockade at the 
Mooi River Toli Plaza in the Natal Midlands was cleared 
just after midnight, while that at Tongaat on the north 
coast was cleared by !|1 o'clock. 


Our Bloemfontein news staff reports that trucks began 
moving out of the blockade at Colesberg early this 
morning. Trucks which had stopped along the N1 near 
Bloemfontein have also left. The trucks which caused 
traffic disruptions on the N2 at Port Elizabeth have 
pulled to the side of the road and are expected to start 
moving out this morning. 


The drivers ended their strike after negotiations at Mooi 
River resulted in an agreement being reached between 
them and employer organizations. The agreement pro- 
vides for a national industrial council to be set up 
tomorrow to rule on the demands of the drivers. 


Agriculture Minister on Mbeki’s ‘Groundless’ 
Statements 

MB2308 174394 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
22 Aug 94 p 4 


[Text] Cape Town—Another warning that loose and 
groundless statements from ANC leaders could harm 
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cooperation in the government of national unity yes- 
terday came from an NP [National Party] minister. 
Agriculture Minister Kraai van Niekerk expressed his 
serious discontent over statements made by Deputy 
President Thibo Mbeki on Friday [19 August] while 
addressing the Cape Town Press Club. 


Mr. Mbeki, among others, singled out the Department of 


Agriculture as one of the problem departments in the 
government of national unity, and said there were 
1 1,000 officials, among whom were farmers, and nobody 
knows how they keep themselves busy. 


Dr. van Niekerk said he heard with surprise about the 
statement. “‘This utterance from a member of the ANC 
in the government of national unity regarding a depart- 
ment that is controlled by an NP member in the govern- 
ment of national unity—without deliberation or consul- 
tation—is not conducive to promoting cooperation. In 
fact, it could seriously complicate existing cooperation in 
the government of national unity.” 


“This indictment stems from ignorance, 1s unfortunate, 
and groundless.” 


Reserve Bank Governor on ‘Fragile’ Economic 
Recovery 

MB2308 162794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1436 
GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 23 SAPA—South Africa’s economic 
recovery was still ‘fragile’ and could easily lose its 
momentum if labour tension continued, Reserve Bank 
Governor Chris Stals warned in Pretoria on Tuesday [23 


August]. He told the bank’s 74th general meeting of 


shareholders that labour productivity had risen by three 
per cent in 1993 due to retrenchments and limited wage 
increases. 


“It would be a sad experience if these encouraging 
developments were to flounder again during the current 
phase of economic recovery under the pressure of a new 
wave of wage disputes,” Dr. Stals said. 


He said there was an “undeniable potential to increase 
productivity further,” for example through better educa- 
tion and training, improvement of housing, health care, 
transportation and electrification. 


Realising the objectives of the goverment’s Reconstruction 
and Development Programme was therefore also impor- 
tant for future economic development, Dr. Stals said. 


He said South African banks, under pressure to give 
more finance to the less privileged for housing, small 
business and agriculture, could contribute to the recon- 
struction programme. They should, however, “not be 
forced into excessive risk exposures, for then they may 
also be one day become dependent on subsidies from 
government”. 
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Ir. Stals said the start of the economic recovery last year 
had been reflected by an increase in the real gross 
domestic product. In the 12 months from July 1993 to 
June 1994, it was 3.5 per cent higher than in the 
preceding year. 


Growth, particularly strong in the second half of 1993, 
had falte ed in early 1994 but regained some momentum 
in the second quarter of this year and the gross domestic 
product increased at an annual rate of 2 per cent. 


“At the moment, however, the recovery must still be 
regarded as fragile. It could easily lose its momentum 
again, particularly if the current friction between various 
trade unions and employers 1s not resolved soon,” Dr. 
Stals said. 


Total consumption and government and _ private 
spending had risen faster than domestic production. As a 
result total domestic saving had declined to 16 per cent 
of the gross domestic product in the first half of this year. 
This figure had to climb to 24 per cent before South 
Africa could maintain an annual growth 3.5 per cent. 


Dr. Stals said unemployment had been rising steadily in 
1993 despite the economic revival. “It is an unequivocal 
fact that massive unemployment will remain a feature 
for some time as a legacy of the dismal performance of 
the economy over the past decade.” 


Dr. Stals said one of the most gratifying developments 1n 
the past year had been the decline in the rate of inflation. 
Consumer price inflation stood at 7.5 per cent in June 
this year. 


The country had, however, not yet succeeded in breaking 
the inflation psychosis and the Reserve Bank had to 
remain on guard. 


Recent “ominous signals” had been changes 1n the growth 
of money supply and bank credit extension. Consumer and 
producer price indices also started to move again. Unless 
there was a determined return to a more stable overall 
financial climate in the country, the Reserve Bank would 
have little option other than to “shift to a more restrictive 
monetary policy,” Dr. Stals said. 


Reserve Bank Denies Government To Abolish 
Financial Rand 

MB2408135694 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 Aug 94 p ly 


[Report by Claire Gebhardt] 


[Excerpt] The finrand is not about to be scrapped. 
Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals yesterday firmly put 
a lid on rumours of its imminent demise in his annual 
address to shareholders in Pretoria. He warned that 
interest rates could quickly go up if certain adverse 
developments went unchecked. 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


FBIS-AFR-94-165 
25 August 1994 


Stal’s dampener came after persistent rumours about the 
finrand over the past few weeks had sent financial 
markets into a frenzy. Capital market rates rocketed past 
15 percent on bearish sentiment relating to a drop in the 
commercial rand rate, a dramatic rise in inflation and 
higher interest rates, were the finrand to go. 


Share prices dropped in sympathy. Economics said yes- 
terday that capital market rates could rally strongly now 
that speculation had been squashed. 


Stals said it would be advisable to take the plunge and 
scrap the finrand only after SA had finalised arrange- 
ments for re-entering international capital markets. That 
exercise would, hopefully, be completed before the end 
of the year. 


Stals said it was naive to believe that huge amounts of 
capital would flow into SA on a net basis, once restric- 
tions on the outflow of capital were removed. Exchange 
control was but one obstacle for the foreign investor. 
Others included social and political stability, economic 
viability, sound fiscal and monetary policies and 
improved multifactor productivity. 


In the long run, SA must liberalise its foreign exchange 
market and revert to a system of unitary floating exchange 
rates, said Stals. Adjustment would be painful, however. 
Other countries had successfully abolished exchange con- 
trol only as part of a comprehensive and well-planned, 
macroeconomic restructuring programme, often with the 
cooperation and support of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. [passage omitted] 


South African Press Review for 24 Aug 
VfB 2408 165094 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 
U.S.’s ‘Bully-Boy’ Tactics in Cuba—Jeremy Cronin, a 
member of the South African Communist Party, SACP, 
central committee and the ANC national executive, 
writes in a page 16 article in Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 24 August: “How does one explain the 
absolute inconsistency in U.S. policy between its Cuba 
Strategy and the treatment it accords to regimes with 
worse records? Lest I be accused of old East-West 
thinking, consider the case of China, which continues to 
enjoy a most-favoured trading nation status with the 
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U.S. notwithstanding the Tiananmen Square massacre.” 
“The U.S., which was always very tardy in exerting any 
kind of sanctions on apartheid SA, has maintained more 
than 30 years of blockades against Cuba. These bully-boy 
tactics have now resulted in considerable economic 
difficulties for the island. The Cubans who are leaving 
the country at present are not ‘human rights’ refugees” 
but “economic refugees.” “In condemning the ongoing 
U.S. blockade and political destabilisation of Cuba, we 
are insisting on the right of Third World countries to 
choose their own development paths. We are raising the 
broader issues of ongoing global apartheid, a world 
dominated by powerful economic and military manda- 
rins in the north. We are condemning the bully-boy 
tactics of the U.S., without necessarily agreeing with 
everything happening in Cuba.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Government Susceptibility to Public Pressure—“One of 
the more endearing features of our new democracy 1s the 
susceptibility of government to sustained public pres- 
sure, notes a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY tn English on 24 August. The latest example 
is President Mandela’s “belated acknowledgement on 
Monday of public disquiet over legislators’ salaries, the 
arms trade and various other matters. The Press, the 
constituents of the ANC alliance including the ANC 
itself and, finally at the weekend, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, presented a united front that may prove irresist- 
ible, particularly on salaries. The acceptable face of 
populism, one might call it.” 


SOWETAN 


NP Threats To Quit—Referring to the alleged threats by 
the National Party, NP, to quit the government of national 
unity, Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 24 August 
in a page 10 editorial says: “The ANC has a comfortable 
majority in Parliament and can rule unhindered should the 
NP decide to cut off its nose to spite its face. And there are 
probably many in the ANC caucus who are fed up with 
their leadership cosying up to De Klerk and his white 
constituency and who wish De Klerk could simply disap- 
pear into the sunset.”’ ““The country too should get used to 
the fact that the heavens won't collapse should the NP opt 
out.” “The NP should realise that for 20 percent of the 
vote they have got the best deal in town. By resigning they 
will be consigning themselves to the wilderness, from 
where there may be no coming back.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Radio Reports MPLA Attacks on 
Caconda, Caluquembe 


A1B 2408142194 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA]-controlled districts of Huila Province 
have been in turmoil over the last few days because of 
attacks by the air force of Jose Eduardo dos Santos, the 
unelected president of Angola. Such barbarous attacks have 
led to the destruction of homes of peaceful and defenseless 
people who were either killed or wounded. 


Caconda District experienced that problem on 2! August. 
At about (71030) yesterday it was the turn of Caluquembe 
District. A Sukhoi-25 aircraft flying in from Catumbela Air 
Base unloaded four bombs on residential areas of Calu- 
quembe, wounding four people and reducing some 14 
civilian homes to rubble. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Radio Reports MPLA Trying To 
Recapture Belize 

A1B2408131994 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The people of Angola’s northernmost Cabinda 
Province are also experiencing problems caused by war. 
The Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola- 
Labor Party’s, MPLA-PT, long range and self-propelled 
ariillery has been shelling the communes and villages in 
the vicinity of Belize District, which is controlled by the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{UNITA]. The MPLA-PT wants to recapture that dis- 
trict at any cost. 

Reports from our correspondent in the Cabinda Enclave 
say Eduardo dos Santos has sent men and war materiel 
to that area. Such war materiel incluaes BMP-1! armored 
cars. [passage omitted] 


23 UNITA Soldiers Killed in Lunda Sul 


41B 2408203294 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Aug 94 


{ Text] Three National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] battalions attacked an Angolan 
Armed Forces [FAA] position in Lunda Sul Province 2t 
dawn today. The operation took place 14 km south of 
Saurimo. On the occasion Jonas Savimbi’s soldiers suf- 
fered a heavy defeat. Tobelo Uaiaia, commander of the 
39th FAA Regiment said: 


{Begin Uaiaia recording] The enemy fled in disarray. 
Our forces killed 23 UNITA soldiers and captured two 
prisoners, 18 AK weapons, one PKM, one M-79 grenade 
launcher, and 12 hand grenades. [end recording] 


One of the prisoners said that the attack was aimed at 
capturing the government forces position and subse- 
quently reaching Saurimo. 
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Government, UNITA To Hold Plenary Meeting in 
Lusaka 


MB2408113494 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The government and National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola, UNITA, teams to the 
Lusaka peace talks are expected to hold a plenary 
meeting today to analyze the document on the new UN 
Angola Verification Mission, Unavem, mandate, the 
role of the Angolan peace process observers, and the 
mechanism that will replace the Joint Political and 
Military Commission, CCPM. There are indications that 
because the mediating team’s document on those mat- 
ters 1s not Objective enough there will be heated discus- 
sions about the observers’ role and the mechanism that 
will replace the CCPM. [passage omitted] 


Government Summons Ambassadors 


MB2408 184894 London BBC World Service in English 
1708 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Angolan Government, like the international 
community and the United Nations, is getting increas- 
ingly frustrated about the slow progress of the peace talks 
with the UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] rebels in Lusaka. The war back home 
has raged on and UNITA 1s reportedly giving nothing 
away at the negotiations. More United Nations per- 
sonnel are arriving in Angola, but the Angolan Govern- 
ment wants the UN to adopt tougher sanctions against 
UNITA at the end of this month if the impasse in Lusaka 
is not overcome. Apparently, the government is also 
anxious to beef up its own foreign policy and has 
convened a three day meeting of its ambassadors, as 
Chris Simpson reports from Luanda. 


The Angolan Government has summoned home many of 
its senior ambassadors for what it describes as a consul- 
tative meeting on Angola’s foreign policy, past and 
future. Although journalists were invited along to hear 
the opening address from Foreign Minister Venancio de 
Moura, it was made clear that the proceedings proper 
were strictly private. Amongst the key note speakers to 
the assembled diplomats is the Angolan chief of Staff, 
General Joao de Matos. But along with the military 
overview, there is a stock-taking of both Angolan foreign 
policy and the country’s economic position. 


The Angolan Government has worked hard to press its 
case overseas, but has remained frustrated by what it sees 
as the international community’s reluctance to get tough 
with UNITA. The Angolan ambassador in Washington, 
Jose Patricio, claims that both the United Nations and 
the United States have now lost patience with UNITA 
and are ready to implement new sanctions at the end of 
the month if there are no clear signs of progress at the 
long running peace talks in the Zambian capital, Lusaka. 
Government and UNITA delegations are currently dis- 
cussing the future role of the UN in Angola, with 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


FBIS-AFR-94-165 
25 August 1994 


UNITA’s Information Secretary Jorge Valentim warning 
of the need for a clearly defined UN mandate which will 
not in his words lead to a repetition of Somalia. While 
there are contingency plans for a major expansion of the 
UN presence in Angola, diplomats in Luanda remain 
skeptical aoout the prospects of large numbers o1 blue 
helmets arriving, particularly when the war has clearly 
not yet run its course. 


UNITA Calls for Church Involvement 
MB2408185494 London BBC World Service in English 
1740 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] rebels in Angola have called for the 
involvement of the Roman Catholic Church 1n the peace 
process aimed at ending the civil war. The UNITA 
proposal came at the long running peace talks in the 
Zambian capital, Lusaka. There has been no reaction yet 
from the government's side. The Catholic Church has 
made regular appeals for peace, but has remained out- 
side the peace process. A BBC correspondent in Luanda 
says Catholic priests are working in areas held by both 
the government and the rebels, and the church plays an 
important role in food distribution, particularly in areas 
inaccessible to the United Nations. 


UN Mediator Assesses Positions 


MB2408195294 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Report by correspondent Alves Antonio in Lusaka] 


[Text] The government and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] are waiting for 
the mediator’s response to their positions submitted this 
morning and dealing with the new UN Angvtla Verifica- 
tion Mission mandate, the role of observers, and the 
body that will replace the Joint Political and Military 
Commission. Sources close to the mediator told us that 
Alioune Blondin Beye and the troika of observers are 
working full steam to draft a response to those positions. 


In its document to the mediator, UNITA said it would 
like to see the involvement of the Catholic Church as an 
observer to the Angolan peace process. This is a new 
development, but it will be up to the government nego- 
tiators, the mediator, and the troika of observers to 
decide. UNITA stressed the influence of the Catholic 
Church in Angola and the world at large as a guarantor 
for a lasting peace in Angola 


Valentim Denies Pull-Oet Threat 


MB2508084994 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 24 Aue 94 


[From the “London Last Minute” program] 


[Excerpt] In Angola, the National Union tor the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNIT A] today threatened to pull 
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out of the Lusaka peace talks if the UN Security Council 
decides to go ahead with a second sanctions package 
against the movement. That warning was made in a 
communique issued by the UNITA Foreign Commission 
after a two-day meeting in Paris with General Paulo 
Lukamba Gato, UNITA President Jonas Savimbt’s special 
envoy. However, UNITA Information Secretary Jorge 
Valentim, who 1s also spokesman for the UNITA team to 
the Lusaka talks, said the communique has been poorly 
interpreted and there 1s no question of any threat. 


{Begin recording] [Valentim] Well, let me tell you, it is 
no threat. It is a position assumed by the UNITA 
Foreign Commission in the wake of a meeting with a 
team sent by our leadership and it 1s 1n agreement with 
UNITA’s official position. We are negotiating well, but 
we believe further sanctions against UNITA would be 
both counterproductive and contrary to everything we 
have achieved so far. Furthermore, such a move does not 
encourage peace prospects for Angola. 


{Unidentified reporter] You are saying, then, that UNITA 
is not making a serious threat that it will pull out of the 
talks. If so, why was that communique tssued at all? 


[Valentim] Well, UNITA ts not making any threat. It 1s 
taking a stand. It 1s one thing to make a threat and 
another thing altogether to take a stand. That will be 
UNITA’s position should the situation develop as 
described in the communique. I also think that, in view 
of the steps taken so far, the international community 
will show good sense and work to prevent the introduc- 
tion of further sanctions. Those who defend the imple- 
mentation of sanctions do not believe in peace talks or in 
the work done so far. 


[Reporter] What 1s UNITA’s position at this stage? 
Indications are that there is an atmosphere of optimism 
at the talks, yet your organization has come up with this 
stand now. Are you not confident about the peace talks? 


[Valentim] No, it is not like that. I also might ask: If 
everything is going well, why do some people keep 
raising the issue of sanctions? It is the wrong approach to 
be talking about sanctions when everything is evolving 
well. That is not the best way to go about the peace talks. 


[Reporter] And what 1s your proposa!? 


[Valentim] My proposal is the same: We must continue 
negotiating well, with serenity and in depth. Today, for 
example, we already have handed in the document on 
the mandate of the UN Angola Verification Mission, 
Unavem; the role of the observers; and the Joint Political 
and Military Commission, CCPM. We worked with the 
mediators. The mediators also work with the govern- 
ment team. Now, the mediating team will use the after- 
noon to think about it all and we should resume the talks 
tomorrow. [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Foreign Ministry Holds Consultative Council 
Meeting 

MB2508070094 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry’s second consultative 
extended council meeting 1s in its second day, but the 
burning issues have not yet been discussed. Until this 
afternoon the meeting was dominated by clarification on 
restraint policies and reasons which until now prevent 
the peace negotiations from advancing. In an interview 
with journalist Joao Ligio, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Anercio Cadete said: 

[Begin recording] [Cadete] Today we entered the second 
day of the Foreign Ministry's second consultative 
council meeting. There were three significant a@ iresses, 
namely from the Angolan General Staff through General 
Paulo Lara and General Cupelipa who spoke about the 
current peace process, particularly the negotiations pro- 
cess in Lusaka, and from His Excellency the finance 
minister who briefed the council members on the current 
financial policy at this time of crisis. [end recording] 


[Ligio] What did those officials say in the meeting? 


[Cadete] They briefed the ambassadors on activities 
affecting their sectors at present. So the diplomats 
received relevant information which will help them in 
their work abroad by briefing the international commu- 
nity on the real situation in Angola. [end recording] 


The diplomats will later on discuss internal affairs to clarify 
about the announced reduced of subsistence funds which 
implies reduction of personnel. The dip!’ ats will also 
discuss the difference of conduct from erm hecsy to embassy 
particularly standard salaries for diplome's 


Botswana 


President Departs for Pretoria Meeting on 
Lesotho 

MB2408172994 Gaborone Rad!o Botswana Network in 
Enelish 1610 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The president, Sir Ketumile Masire, left Gabo- 
rone this afternoon for Pretoria, South Africa, for a 
meeting with two other southern African leaders over the 
Lesotho political crisis. Sir Ketumile, who 1s accompa- 
nied by the OAU [Oraganization of African Unity] 
secretary general, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, will meet 
with the South African president, Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
and the Zimbabwean president, Mr. Robert Mugabe. 


Also with the president are the minister for foreign 
affairs, Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe; the minister for presiden- 
tial affairs and public administration, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Mompati Merafhe, the BDF [Botswana Defense 
Force] commander, Lieutenant General Seretse Khama 
lan Khama, and senior government officials. 


The meeting in Pretoria will also be attended by the 
Lesotho King Letsie II], who last week dissolved the 
government and Parliament, and the prime minister, Dr. 
Ntsu Mokhehle. 
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In their meeting 1n Gaborone yesterday, the southern 
African leaders condemned the royal coup in Lesotho 
and said it threatens to bring instability to the region. 


Sir Ketumile and his entourage are expected back home 
tomorrow. 


Lesotho 


Council of State Chairman Addresses Council 
Inauguration 

MB2408121694 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 20 Aug 94 


[Text] The Chairman of the Council of State for 
National Reconciliation, Reconstruction, and Unity, the 
Right Honorable Hae Phoofolo, says the new govern- 
ment took over at a time when inequity and inequality 
within the population was deepening with the result that 
the needs of the majority were perpetually frustrated. 


He said this during the inauguration of the Council of 
State for National Reconciliation, Reconstruction, and 
Unity, at the Royal Palace in Maseru yesterday. The 
chairman said countries like Lesotho which depend a 
great deal on foreign aid cannot afford to conduct 
government management programs that erode donor 
confidence. The Right Honorable Phoofolo said govern- 
ment lack of transparency heightened fears that account- 
ability will not be an integral goal. 


He said in the last 16 months the past government failed to 
convince the majority of the people that Lesotho’s capacity 
and ability to absorb foreign aid can increase efficiency and 
(?be linked) to a measure of self-sufficiency. 


Government Issues Statement on Presidents’ 
Meeting 

MB2408135494 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1142 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


{Statement read by announcer] 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom 
of Lesotho has today, 24 August 1994, issued the fol- 
lowing statement in relation to a communique of a 
meeting of heads of state of Zimbabwe, Botswana, and 
South Africa on 23 August 1994 in Gaborone, Republic 
of Botswana: 


The ministry has noted that their excellencies, the heads 
of state, have expressed deep regrets over recent constt- 
tutional develoments in Lesotho; that they are concerned 
about a possible escalation leading to loss of life. It 1s 
further noted that their excellencies, the presidents, have 
offered mediation to assist all concerned to resolve their 
differences after the restoration of constitutionality and 
legality. 


The ministry wishes to point out that, had Dr. Mokhehle 
acted timeously to address his government to the recom- 
mendations of Presidents Mugabe and Masire, the present 
grave situation would indeed have been averted. His 
Majesty King Letsie III opted for the actions he took out of 
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deep concern jor the deteriorating situation in government 
that was marked by transgressions of the constitution by 
the very people who are now seeking the protection of 
legitimacy under the very constitution they disgraced. 


It sould be borne in mind that His Majesty King Letsie III 
further took the action he has followed as a result of a 
people's petition who, on 15 August 1994, urged the king to 
take the actions of dissolving the government of Dr. 
Mokhehle as well as Parliament. From the foregoing, it is 
clear that the way forward at this stage, in the light of yet no 
tangible alternative, is to follow His Majesty King Letsie’s 
command that the Interrm Government of National Recon- 
ciliation, Reconstruction, and Unity immediately: 


i. Embark on persuading all political players to partici- 
pate in the national forum to discuss the political con- 
stitutional future of Lesotho. 


11. That the present government be politically all- 
inclusive of leg’ imate political interests. 


11. That the interim government be as short as possible 
in terms of duration, with elections possibly taking place 
in March 1995. 


1v. That within the period stipulated, a general election be 
held under supervision of an independent electoral com- 
mission, with a proportional representation as a major 
feature to ensure equitable parliamentary representation. 


The above-mentioned directives by his majesty repre- 
sent a way forward to the solution of the political 
quaginire that has engulfed Lesotho since independence 
almost 26 years ago. A return to real constitutionality 
would be a return to the 1966 constitution, and not to the 
current dispensation, which is an order by an unrepre- 
sentative authority after soliciting the views of only 
1,200 people in an adult population of almost over | 
million inhabitants, a population approximately 2 mil- 
lion. [sentence as heard] 


Clearly a call for an unqualified return to constitution- 
ality as meaning return to status quo (°ante), though it 
might serve the international prescription, would not 
even attempt to address itself to the deep niches [as 
heard] that have hitherto plagued Lesotho under a West- 
minster-type constitution providing for winner-takes-all. 


The Commonwealth communique of 23 August 1994 
calling on the parties concerned to take immediate steps 
to resolve the crisis swiftly by restoring democratic order 
and a commitment to justice and the rule of law 1s a 
welcome additionality by a neutral body that could be 
valuable in providing the mediators with a mucro- 
dimension to the complexities surrounding Lesotho’s 
internal problems, so that, as the Commonwealth secre- 
tary general correctly observes, the root causes of the 
current crisis can be addressed. 


The ministry therefore looks forward to their excellen- 
cies, the presidents who met in Gaborone, to further 
integrate their welcome efforts with those of King Letsie 
I11, to coordinate all polit ‘vers in Lesotho to find 
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an equitable solution to the crisis. The emphasis 1s on 
integrating their efforts with those of his majesty in 
efforts of mediation. The problem is among his subjects, 
whose position should be mediated upon while in the 
interim working together in an effort to produce a 
permanent solution consistent with the wishes and 
prayers of the Basotho nation. 


Armed Forces’ Statement Supports Current 
Initiatives 

MB2508124894 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1130 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The office of the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers has announced that His Majesty King Letsie 
Ill flies to Pretoria today at the invitation of the presi- 
dent of South Africa, Dr. Nelson Mandela. The invita- 
tion 1s a sequel to the decision of the heads of state of 
Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe in Gaborone 
yesterday to adjourn their meeting on the situation in 
Lesotho to Pretoria tomorrow. 


Meanwhile Lesotho’s armed forces have through their 
commanders issued a statement in which they have 
declared that as the armed forces they gave full support 
to the current initiatives that were being taken to find a 
just and equitable solution to the internal problems of 
Lesotho. The armed forces have called on the Basotho 
nation to continue to observe law and order for the 
maintenance of peace and tranquility in the country. The 
armed forces statement said they shall continue to pro- 
tect life and property in the country. The statement said 
as the armed forces they could not provide a lasting 
solution, but that solution clearly lies in finding a polit- 
ical accommodation among his majesty’s subjects. 


His majesty will be accompanied by the honorable min- 
ister of foreign affairs, Chief Retsilisitsoe Sekhonyana, the 
honorable minister of agriculture, Mr. Gauta Khasu, the 
principal chief of Mokhotlong on behalf of the chiefs, and 
Chief Makhaola Lerotholi and Mr. Khabaki Sello. 


Chiefs Express Support for King Letsie III's 
Actions 


MB2408181794 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The country’s principal and war chiefs today 
issued a statement expressing their support for the steps 
taken by His Majesty King Letsie II] over the current 
crisis facing the country. The ~)«:<ment said his maj- 
esty’s move to intervene in the pi’ © )ing circumstances 
in Lesotho were entirely welcom. ine principal chiefs 
stated, however, that they wisi:.d to appeal to the 
presidents of Botswana, South Africa, and Zimbabwe to 
respect the sovereignty and indepednence of the 
Kingdom of Lesotho to avoid continued instability, and 
therefore bloodshed, in the country. 
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European Union Condemns King Letsie’s Action 
in Country 

MB2508073194 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0S00 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The European Union has condemned the suspen- 
sion of Lesotho’s Constitution. The union said on 24 
August ii will review its relations with the mountain 
kingdom, including the future of development programs. 
King Letsie III dissolved the elected government of 
Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle last week and appointed 
a provisional council in its place. 


Lesotho ‘Calm’; King Wants National Unity 
Government 

MB2408 191694 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 24 Aug 94 


{Text} Lesotho was calm today on the eve of tomorrow’s 
summit in Pretoria where the heads of state of three 
southern African countries will try to resolve the dispute 
between the king and the ousted government. King 
Letsie II] and the ousted Prime minister, Dr. Ntsu 
Mokhehle, have already departed from Maseru to Pre- 
toria. Richard Newton reports that both parties are 
confident that the political crisis can be resolved. 


[Begin recording] [Newton] The two-day strike in 
Lesotho ended today and the streets of Maseru were at 
their busiest again. Dr. Mokhehle and his ministers, who 
accompanied him to Pretoria, were just as busy. They 
told us at Maseru Airport that they are going to the 
summit with open minds. Minister Qhobela added that 
their stance on the reintroduction of the constitution is 
nonnegotiable. He responded as follows to the question 
on who 1s governing Lesotho at the moment. 


[Qhobela in English] The issue at stake is that the king 
acted unconstitutionally. As to who is running the coun- 
try—you can draw your own conclusions. I'm not going 
to be drawn 1n that direction. We are going to Pretoria to 
attend the summit which will result in the restoration of 
a democratically elected government. 


[Newton] Shortly after Dr. Mokhehle’s plane took off 
King Letsie III arrived at th airport. According to the 
newly-appointed minis’ A foreign affairs, Mr. 
Evaristus Sekhonyana, ‘ « king wants to appoint a 
government of national unity. 


1 If it’s going to be agreeable that 
it be an all-inclus ‘nment and not a restitution— 
stock and barrel ae BCP [Basotholand Congress 
Party] government —I think it will be a question of 
numbers now. I think the negotiations might center on 
numbers, the negotiations might center on the chairman- 
ship, and I think those are the issues to which we will 
have to pay attention. 


{[Sekhonyana in Er 


[Newton] The Lesotho nation is holding its breath. The 
Basotho nation, no matter who they support, realize that the 
talks in Pretoria could determine their future. [end recording] 


FBIS-AFR-94-165 
25 August 1994 


King Letsie Departs for Presidents’ Meeting in 
Pretoria 


MB2408172594 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] His Majesty King Letsie III flew to Pretoria today at 
the invitation of the president of South Africa, Dr. Nelson 
Mandela. The invitation is a sequel to the decision of the 
heads of state of Botswana, South Africa, and Zimbabwe in 
Gaborone yesterday to adjourn their meeting on the situ- 
ation in Lesotho to Pretoria tomorrow. 


His majesty 1s accompanied by the foreign minister, the 
honorable Retselisitsoe Sekhonyana; the minister of agricul- 
ture, the honorable Khauta Khasu; the principal chief of 
Mokgotlong, (Maralamata Leratse Seeiso); Mr. (Makhaulo 
Lerotodi), and a Maseru lawyer, Mr. (Kgalaki Sello). 


Commonwealth Urges Restoration of Democratic 
Order 


A1B2308132694 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1130 
GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] The Commonwealth secretary general, Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku, has said that with reference to the 
political crisis in Lesotho immediate steps should be 
taken to restore democratic order. In a statement 
released by the British High Commission in Maseru 
today, the secretary general said he was deeply concerned 
by the current events in Lesotho. He said these events 
clearly represented a serious escalation of the prolonged 
political difficulties which have been afflicting Lesotho 
for some time. 


Chief Anyaoku said the Commonwealth was profoundly 
saddened by the loss of life and serious injuries [words 
indistinct] Chief Anyaoku said Lesotho’s friends and closest 
neighbors in the region had long warned that serious conse- 
quences could flow if the root causes of the current crisis, 
including the question of the monarchy, were not solved. He 
said this now threatened Lesotho’s stability, unity, and 
commitment to the rule of law and democracy. 


The secretary general said the Commonwealth, which in 
pursuance of its fundamental political values assisted 
Lesotho in its endeavors to establish democracy, cannot 
view these developments lightly. He therefore urged all 
the parties concerned to take immediate steps to resolve 
the crisis swiftly by restoring democratic order and the 
commitment of justice and the rule of law. Chief 
Anyaoku said the Commonwealth remained ready to 
help in every practicable way to this end. 


New Labor Minister Addresses Ministry Staff 


MB2408132694 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1130 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The honorable minister of labor and employment, 
Mrs. Mmathabiso Mosala, says the policy of the present 
government is based on reconciliation, reconstruction 
and unity of the nation. The minister was addressing her 
first meeting with the staff of the headquarters of her 
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ministry in Maseru this morning. She said that they 
should know thai they are civil servants, therefore they 
are expected to work hand in hand with the present 
governmert in order to maintain true reconciliation and 
unity. She said if they encounter any problems in the 
execution of their duties they should sit down and 
discuss their problems for the good of the young gener- 
ation which is to come. Present at the meeting were the 
principal secretary, Mr. Thabang Thamae, and his 
deputy Chief Qamo Molapo. 


Malawi 


Government, UN Sign Declaration on Human 
Rights 

FA2508103294 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Malawi and the United Nations have signed a 
joint declaration on human rights. The signing ceremony 
took place in Lilongwe today. Speaking at the ceremony, 
the vice president, the right Honorable Justin Malewezi, 
who signed on behalf of the Malawi Government, said 
the government will ensure that human rights and 
democracy are given priority observation in this country. 


The vice president explained that the new government 
has taken practical steps to address the human rights 
malpractices of the previous government. He stressed 
that the new Malawi Government believes in the rule of 
the law and the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. In his speech the UN 
high commissioner for human rights, Mr. Jose Ayela 
Lasso, said his organization will shortly establish an 
office in Malawi. 


Mozambique 


Police Disperse Mutinying Demobilized Soldiers 
in Gaza 

MB2308200294 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] A mutiny by about 30 demobilized government 
soldiers who had blocked Highway No.1! this afternoon 
has already ended 1n the city of Xai-Xai, Gaza Province. 
The demobilized soldiers were dispersed by the police. 
They were demanding food and agricultural implements 
allegedly pledged to them when they were demobilized. 


Further on Mutiny in Xai-xai 


MB2408120094 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 24 Aug 94 p 1 


[Article by Carlos Mhula: “Shots ring out in Xai-xai"’] 


[Excerpts] (Xai-xai) The city of Xai-xai on 23 August 
suffered from panic as the Rapid Intervention Police, 
PIR, and some 300 demobilized Mozambique Armed 
Forces, FAM, soldiers fought in the streets. 
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Shots were fired during the clashes and one demobilized 
soldier was seriously wounded. The demobilized FAM 
soldiers were not armed. 


Things began at about 1400 [1200 GMT] when tne 
soldiers blocked National Route One inside the city, at 
Samora Machel Avenue, near the Xai-xai District gov- 
ernment building and Gaza Provincial Governor 
Eugenio Numayo’s office. 


They were soldiers demobilized after the General Peace 
Accord was signed. They mutinied to demand food and 
seeds from the government. 


In a nutshell, the following is what several of the soldiers 
told MEDIAFAX: They were demobilized, received 
their subsidies, returned to their homes, and started 
work on their plantations—especially because the rainy 
season is about to begin—and now they do not have 
seeds or food to sustain them until the productive cycle 
has begun. [passage omitted] 


At about 1530, a jeep carrying PIR men was seen moving 
in the direction of where the road had been blocked and 
the first shots rang out a few minutes later. 


A UN Mozambique Civilian Police Command, Civpol, 
officer on the site trying to negotiate the reopening of 
National Route One withdrew when the PIR agents arrived. 
However, we heard him protesting the arrival of the police 
forces because ““we were negotiating with the soldiers.” 


One of the shots hit one of the demobilized soldiers in 
the head and he was subsequently beaten up. 


Some of the soldiers told us they will rcorganize and 
“this time there will be war.” [passage omitted] 


Chissano Says New Army To Total 11,000 Men 
by Oct 

MB2408131594 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano has said in Queli- 
mane that the new army will have a total of 11,000 men 
by the time elections are held in October. Addressing a 
meeting attended by religious figures, traditional chiefs, 
and other persons, the Mozambican head of state admitted 
that the process for the formation of the Mozambique 
Defense Armed Forces, FADM, was lagging behind. 


President Joaquim Chissano noted that the demobiliza- 
tion of government troops is now over. 


Chissano: Elections To Take Place 27, 28 Oct 


MB2408120194 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Report by Custodio Inacio] 


[Excerpt] President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano 
reaffirmed yesterday that presidential and legislative 
elections will go ahead on 27 and 28 October, this 
despite the fact that the voter registration deadline has 
again been extended. 
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The Mozambican head of state was speaking with impor- 
tant figures of Zambezia Province last night. He called on 
those citizens to help make peace and national unity more 
solid. At the meeting, President Chissano criticized certain 
political party leaders who raise ethnic, tribal, and racial 
issues to promote division in the country. He added that 
Mozambique must be a united and indivisible country. 


President Joaquim Chissano said that, quote, we do not 
want ministers oming into government to represent 
their tribes or provinces. They must represent the 
country. What matters is their ability to lead and their 
professional knowledge, unquote. The president of the 
Republic called on those important persons to use their 
influence on their communities to help take civic educa- 
tion to the people so as to reduce the crime rate and help 
people regain civic and moral values, thereby encour- 
aging the creation of a healthier society. 


Concerning the crime rate, President Chissano said that, 
with the end of the war, the government will make efforts 
to create more jobs. He added that more jobs should see 
the crime rate subside. 


The Mozambican head of state also pointed out that a 
shortage of resources continues to slow down the 
drafting of men into the police force and their training. 
In that regard, President Joaquim Chissano explained 
that money saved as a result of the end of the war and of 
a reduction in army forces will be used in the areas of 
health, education, and police. He said that even though 
those are areas of great importance to society, they 
command few resources and workers get low salaries. 


President Joaquim Chissano is now in Nicoadala Dis- 
trict as part of his continuing visit to Zambezia Province. 
[passage omitted] 


Denies Excessive Use of Media 


MB2408193794 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Report by correspondent Eurico de Azevedo in Quelimane] 


[Text] President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano, 
currently on a visit to Zambezia Province, said today he 
has never instructed the news media on how to cover his 
activities. Chissano was reacting to allegations that he 
and a number of news media organs, notably the 
Mozambique Television and NOTICIAS newspaper, 
were abusing his image. Chissano added: I do not under- 
stand how I can be abusively or otherwise using the news 
media. As a citizen and head of state I am aware that | 
am bound by the laws on elections and political parties, 
and the Constitution. The head of state said journalists 
are independent and know how they have been doing 
their job. The president of the republic added he has no 
complaints about what he reads, hears or watches, even 
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though there are certain news media organs that he 
regards as apparently hostile. 


Chissano was speaking in Nicoadala, 45 km from Que- 
limane. Meeting with the residents, President Chissano 
urged them to register for the elections and to freely vote 
in October. Chissano said one should not be afraid to 
vote because those threatening to resume war on behalf 
of Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] are con- 
tradicting the views of Afonso Dhlakama, who has been 
speaking of the need to uphold peace in Mozambique. 


While in Nicoadala, Chissano opened a primary school that 
will cater for some 300 children in 1995. Today Chissano 
also opened the new Radio Mozambique transmitter in 
Zambezia Province. The 50 kw transmitter was financed by 
the Mozambican Government, UNICEF, the United States 
and the Netherlands to the tune of $500,000. 


Tomorrow, President Chissano 1s scheduled to leave for 
Milange District on the Malawi border. 


Parlian ent Approves Law on Judicial Assistance 
Institute 

MB2408173994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] Assembly of the Republic deputies this morning 
unanimously approved the law creating the Judicial Spon- 
sorship and Assistance Institute. The new institute 1s 
aimed at effectively guaranteeing the right of defense 
stated in the constitution, rendering the poorer citizen the 
necessary judicial assistance. The human resources and 
property of the former National Institute for Judicial 
Assistance wil] automatically be transferred to the Judicial 
Sponsorship and Assistance Institute. Meanwhile, this 
morning Trade Minister Danie! Gabriel Tembe presented 
a new version of the Draft Law on Gambling. 


Postpones Draft Law Discussions 


MB2408165994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 24 Auge 94 


[Text] Prime Minister Mario Machungo has proposed to 
the ongoing Assembly of the Republic session with- 
drawing discussions on the Draft Law on Amnesty and 
Pardon from its working agenda. The proposal was 
accepted. At the time Machungo said approving the law 
was inappropriate in view of the prevailing political 
situation in the country. The prime minister said all 
efforts should be aimed at guaranteeing and maintaining 
an atmosphere of peace for holding free, fair, and 
peaceful elections. He stressed that the appropriate time 
will come for approving such a law. 


Meanwhile, this afternoon the Assembly of the Republic 
adjourned and will be resume tomorrow with the discus- 
sion of a draft law on returning shacks nationalized after 
independence to their owners. 
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Benin 


Court Declares Presidential Decrees 
Unconstitutional 

AB2508080094 Cotonou Office de Radtodittusion- 
Television du Benin Radio in French 0615 GMT 
25 Aug 94 


[Text] The much-awited verdict has been announced: 
The Constitutional Court, the highest jurisdiction in 
Benin, declared yesterday that the series of decrees 
issued on | August 1994 by the head of state to have the 
1994 budget was unconstitutional. The members of the 
court made their decision known after a marathon 
session. The decrees were declared invalid for faulty 
proceedings. 


Since the decision of the Constitutional Court 1s final, 
the consequences of such a decision are vet to be seen. 


Cote d'Ivoire 


Germany Cancels, Reschedules Country's Public 
Debt 

AB2308122294 Abidjan FRATERNITE ALATIN in 
French 23 Aug 94 p 9 


[Text] The Republic of Germany has just cancelled 46.53 
million German marks [DM]. or 16 billion CFA francs, 
of Cote d'Ivoire’s public debt. This represents 50 percent 
of the outstanding debt. The other half has been resched- 
uled over a period of 23 years including a six-year grace 
period. The agreement was signed yesterday at the office 
of the minister delegate to the prime minister in charge 
of economy, finance, and planning. Furthermore, under 
the official development aid loans of the German Recon- 
struction Fund, Germany has also rescheduled an 
amount of DM90.39 million, that 1s, about 45.19 billion 
CFA francs, over a period of 30 years including a grace 
period of 12 years. 


Mr. Niamien N’Goran, the minister delegate to the 
prime minister in charge of economy. finance, and 
planning, who represented the Ivorian side, said these 
generous reduction measures “meet the expectations of 
the Ivorian Government and should help the authorities 
to realize the objectives of the medium-term economic 
and financial program concluded with the IMF.” He 
added that this economic program ts one “for which the 
Ivorian people are making a lot of sacrifices and would 
therefore like to obtain more support from the interna- 
tional financial community.” It should be noted that 
under the cooperation agreement between the two coun- 
tries, the German Government has granted our country 
loans amounting to a total of about DM915 million, 
which is 316.4 billion CFA francs. This significant 
financial assistance has been used to finance all the 
sectors of activity. With this agreement, Germany has 
become one of the first countries to sign with Cote 
d'Ivoire a debt reduction and consolidation agreement 
since the 23 March Paris Club meeting. 
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His Excellency Gunter Wasserberg, the German ambas- 
sador to Cote d'Ivoire expressed his government's plea- 
sure In assisting our country to revive its economy. “We 
are optimistic about the economic future of Cote 
d'Ivoire. We were among the first countries to recognize 
Cote d'Ivoire in 1960 and we are among the first to help 
your country with the rescheduling of its debt,” Mr. 
Gunter said. He then expressed the wish for a fruitful 
cooperation between our two countries. 


Diplomats Request Clarification of Voting Policy 


AB2308185094 Paris AFP in English 0923 GMT 
23 Aug 94 


[Text] Abidjan, Aug 23 (AFP)}—African diplomats are to 
press Ivory Coast to clarify the voting rights of foreigners 
amid concern that non-Ivorians could be attacked if 
their votes prove decisive in next year’s elections, diplo- 
matic sources said. 


The foreign diplomatic corps here agreed in May to set 
up a five-member committee charged with seeking a 
meeting with Ivorian Foreign Minister Amara Essy. 
However, diplomats have been reluctant to speak openly 
about the move, fearing accusations of interfering in 
internal Ivorian affairs. 


Diplomatic sources on Monday [22 August] told AFP 
fears have been heightened by the deaths last October of 
at least 25 Ghanaians in riots here after Ghanaian 
football club Asante Kotoko defeated ASEC of Abidjan 
in the semi-final of the African Champions’ Cup. 


Around 40 percent of Ivory Coast's 13 million people are 
of foreign origin. 


“We want them to clarify their law,” one diplomat said. 


Although the Constitution states that only “Ivoriais” 
have the right to vote, most foreigners of African origin 
bave traditionally been allowed to vote since the inde- 
pendance of the country in 1960. For the the 1990 
elections, the electoral law authorised “non-lvorians of 
African origin, regularly registered on the electoral rolls” 
to take part. 


Many of the millions from neighbouring states such as 
Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali and Senegal came to Ivory 
Coast decades ago. 


Since the outbreak of civil war in Liberia in October 
1989 they have been joined by large numbers of Liberian 
refugees. 


President Henri Konan Bedie has said the National 
Assembly should decide on the issue before legislative 
and presidential elections in late 1995 and has suggested 
at least some non-Ivorians should retain the right to 
vote. 


Ghana 


Gambian Vice President Ends Visit 


AB2408140894 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The vice chairman of the Armed Forces Provi- 
sicnal Ruling Council of The Gambia, Lieutenant Sana 
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Sabally, flew back home this afternoon after a two-day 
official visit to Ghana. He was seen off at the Kotoka 
International Airport by the vice president, Mr. Ekow 
Arkaah. Lt. Sabally held discussions with government 
officials on events in the Gambia. 


Liberia 


NPFL Dissident Reportedly Planning Attacks 
From Guinea 

AB2308171794 Gharnga Radio ELRL in English 1400 
GMT 23 Aug 94 


{Summary From Poor Reception] “Justice Minister in the 
LNTG [Liberia National Transrtional Government], 
Counselor Lavel: Supuwood, ts in Guinea” to plan an 
“attack against the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] and the people of Greater Liberia.” “Reports say 
the controversial justice minister left the country for the 
Guinean capital late last week for talks with Liberian 
refugees and Guinean authorities on his clandestine plan.” 


“However, the Guinean authorities and Libernan refu- 
gees are reported to be giving little or no support to the 
justice minister's desire for war in Liberia. Reports from 
the Guinean capital, Conakry, say President Lansana 
Conte has issued a stern warning against any Liberian 
solliciting support from Guinea for the continuation of 
the war in Liberia. President Conte said his government 
is in support of ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] peace plan for Liberia, and has 
ordered the arrest of anyone’ who plans any threat 
against the Liberian peace process. 


As for the Liberian refugees in Guinea, they have 
expressed serious regrets over the obstacle to peace and 
“said they are not in support of Mr. Supuwood’s desire 
for war.” 


National Conference Prepared; Fighting Continues 


AB2308215194 London BBC World Service in English 
1708 GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] There is less than 24 hours to go for the contro- 
versial national peace conference opens in Liberia. On 
the agenda are the repatriation and resettlement of 
thousands of refugees, and the crucial issue of disarma- 
ment. The failure of the disarmament process has dis- 
rupted plans for the holding of elections, and although all 
the main Liberian interest groups have been invited to 
attend, there are going to be some notable absentees. 
From Monrovia, Nii Nartey Allison telexed this report: 


A last minute flurry of preparations is underway at the 
Unity Conference Center in the Monrovia suburb of 
Virginia, where the meeting will take place. Women were 
scrubbing floors, others were cleaning conference chairs 
and tables under mimiature Liberian flags. More than 
350 ex-combatants under ie national volunteer pro- 
gram joined in, cutting overgrown bushes surrounding 
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the conference center. One ex-combatant, David Sham- 
bol, said the conference is a people's initiative, and 
Liberians, whether bearing arms or not, must come and 
find a solution to war in this country. Banners and 
posters carrying the peace message are being posted all 
over the streets in Monrovia. The conference has been 
widely publicized and civic organizations, tribal chiefs, 
and mainstream political parties have shown a willing- 
ness to attend. 


But, so far, the reactions from warring factions have been 
lukewarm. The Lofa Defense Force and the Liberian 
Peace Council, the two non-signatories to the Cotonou 
Peace Accord—signed more than one year ago—have 
indicated their willingness to attend the conference. But 
main rebel leader Charles Taylor and the Armed Forces 
of Liberia [AFL] have so far not agree to come. AFL 
chief of staff Lieutenant General Hezekiah Bowen, said 
he was first seeking clarification as to whether the AFL 
would be treated as the national army or simply as one 
of the armed factions. 


Taylor, in a broadcast yesterday on his National Patri- 
otic Front [NPFL]-controlled radio, said: We think this 
conference is foolish, and is only an attempt to take us 
backwards. He claimed that the conference 1s an attempt 
to ostracize the NPFL, as was done in the past. 


As you have heard, it looks like as if some of the key 
faction leaders will not be there when the Liberian peace 
conference opens, even though it has the support of the 
transitional coalition government known as the LNTG 
[Liberia National Transitional Government]. 


Tonight, ULIMO’s [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia] Alhaji Koromah called us up 
from Voinjama. On the line, Robin White asked him 
what his position was: 


[Begin recording] [Koromah] We support the idea of the 
conference that is about to begin in Monrovia, but 
personally 1 will not be present. I just received an 
invitation just yesterday asking me to address the ple- 
nary section of the conference. So, we will send someone 
there to deliver the speech. But we will not be going there 
physically and personally. 


[White] But if you are not going, Taylor 1s not going, 
Bowen is not going, isn’t the thing doomed to fail before 
it even starts? 


{[Koromah] No, I don’t think so. We will be represented. 
We will be represented fully in the capacity we are being 
invited to perform. That is to address the opening 
session. This is what they invite us to do, and we will 
have the honor to do so. But what I wanted to tell you 
additionally is that... [pauses] is the information, we 
want to confirm the information that fierce fighting 1s 
going on now between ULIMO forces and the NPFL 
some 30 to 35 miles north-east of Gbarnga, the head- 
quarters of the NPFL. And the fighting 1s now going on 
getting closer on to Gbarnga. 


[White] So who is winning? 
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[Koromah] You see, | always hear you say outright 
questions, who is winning? Who is losing? This is a 
question of human lives. We are not in this sphere to 
win, We are trying to defend lives, okay? So we are 
advancing towatus those who have been attacking us, 
and as long as they are attacking us, we will pursue them. 


[White] It all sounds pretty hopeless. Nobody is going to 
this conference [words indistinct] (?if you continue) 
fighting each other. 


[Koromah] No, it is rather fruitful. You see, we... 
[pauses] I have written the chairman of ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States], His Excel- 
lency Jerry Rawlings, asking for a summit meeting of the 
signatories of the [passage indistinct] this whole situa- 
tion. We definitely cannot stand idle when people are 
attacking us. We have to defend ourselves. So we believe 
that it is fruitful, and the question of the LNTG addi- 
tionally we believe it is very, very strong improvement 
upon the previous position, because it is the only hope 
we have—and we still believe that the Cotonou Accord 
will work out. [end r>cording] 


Important Faction Leaders Absent 


AB2408193794 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program hosted by 
Kwabena Mensah] 


[Text] It’s another last chance for Liberia, if that makes 
sense: The peace conference is beginning today outside 
Monrovia including representatives of the rival factions. 
Continuing skirmishing between Charles Taylor's NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and other groups 
such as the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] and LPC 
[Liberia Peace Council], and fighting within the ULIMO 
[United Liberation Movement for Democracy 1n 
Liberia] movement has badly delayed the disarmament 
process and preparations for elections. The United 
Nations and the Americans have been running out 
patience, but even so there will be some prominent 
absentees. Our correspondent, David Bamford, is in 
Monrovia. He is on the line now. David, has the confer- 
ence actually begun? 


[Bamford] Well, the ceremmony did begin indeed this 
morning, with parades and heads of delegations talking 
and hoisting of the Liberian flag. But when it came time 
for the opening ceremony of the conference proper, they 
had to decide who would chair the meeting, and before 
that they had to decide how they would decide who 
would chair the meeting—and this has taken the whole 
afternoon, in effect; and as I ieft the conference, not 
much progress has been made on that. And so in an 
answer to your question, the conference proper looks like 
it won't start till tomorrow. 


[Mensah] Now, who is there and who isn’t there? 


[Bamford] Well, there is a large number of people there, 
but talking to observers and Liberian journalists who 
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know everybody, they say virtually everybody who is 
there lives there in Monrovia. Now some of them could 
claim to have come from other parts of the country, but 
have been displaced to Monrovia. But as far as people 
could see, there were no people actually arriving from the 
areas of the country controlled by the rival factions. 


{[Mensah] So does that mean that a lot of leaders rival 
factions won't be at this conference at all? 


[Bamford] Well, today certainly, there was none of the 
leaders of the rival factions there. We did notice that the 
brother of the ULIMO-Mandingo leader, Lansana Kro- 
mah, was there and he was apparently representing that 
branch of ULIMO. But there was no sign of the NPFL. 
The LPC has indicated it will turn up, and the other 
ethnic mainly Krahn factions; and it looks like General 
Bowen of the Armed Forces of Liberia will turn up 
eventually, but he wasn’t seen there today. 


[Mensah] Now, can this conference actually achieve 
anything with these very important people missing? 


[Bamford] Well, this is the big issue. If the factions aren't 
represented, if the people with military influence aren't 
going to be at this conference, then basically it is going to 
be a talking shop about politics. Now, its supporters say, 
well talking about politics is important, talking about 
how to create an electoral systerr and a governing system 
that would be acceptable to the factions, that needs to be 
discussed. But frankly, if the factions aren’t there, and if 
there isn’t wide representation from outside Monrovia, 
then it’s hard to see how this conference can make most 
progress. 


Mali 


Dembri Attends Conference on Security 


LD250808 1494 Algiers Radio Algiers Network in Arabic 
2200 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[ lext] Meetings were concluded yesterday evening of the 
Bamako [Mali] conference on security in the Sahel 
region. Representatives from six countries from the 
Sahel took part in the meetings. 


The participants have decided to take efficient measures 
and cooperate to combat crime, drug dealing, and arms 
circulation on the borders of the countries taking part in 
the conference. 


During the last day of the meetings of the Bamako confer- 
ence, Foreign Affairs Minister Mohamed Salah Dembri 
made a speech in the name of his counterparts. Abdelkader 
Jeridi reviews the main points of the message. 


[Jeridi] Our meeting is an expression of the political will 
of our leaders to give new impetus and promote, 
strengthen, and expand the scope of the neighborly ties 
between our countries in the region of the African Sahel, 
said the foreign affairs minister in his speech yesterday 
to the participants in the conference on security in the 
African Sahel in Bamako. 
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Mr. Dembri went on to say that the conference falls 
within the framework of the movement to be made 
through continuous and comprehensive consultations in 
order to find means to achieve the aspirations of the 
region’s peoples, which are experiencing various difficul- 
ties during this transitional period. The minister added 
that a realistic and clear assessment of the region’s 
situation was needed for the purpose of formulating 
suitable proposals for action in the reality and the 
building a strong basis for the new dynamism based on 
three elements security, peace and development. 


Mr. Dembri said that the political will and the efforts 
made allowed the achievement of considerable results 
through the approval of the national agreement of 
Bamako and the initiative of starting talks to end the 
Tuaregs’ problem in the two countries. 


Regarding this problem, the final statemen’ of the 
Bamako conference welcomed the signing of the agree- 
ment on the evacuation of Tuareg refugees in neigh- 
boring countries and called for further international 
solidarity with them and response to their pressing 
needs. 


Conference Ends; Minister Comments 


AB2408124594 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] The conference of foreign ministers of the six 
Sahel and Saharan countries on subregional security 
ended yesterday at the Hotel de l’Amitie. It was held 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Dioncouda Traore, the 
minister of state for defense. Here is an excerpt of 
Malian Foreign Minister Sy Kadiatou Sow’s speech 
outlining some of the practical measures decided on in 
order to curb the insecurity in the subregion. 


[Begin Sow recording] First, the conference made a 
candid analysis of the security situation, then went on to 
take stock of previous initiatives and actions, and finally 
defined a common strategy to check the insecurity, 
banditry, and weapons and drug trafficking. This collec- 
tive and concerted action led to the observation that our 
Sahel and Saharan subregion is nowadays characterized 
by an upsurge in insecurity both within and at the 
borders of our countries. This upsurge in insecurity 1s 
neither in line with the process of peace and dialogue 
embarked upon by the authorities and the rebel move- 
ments—as 1s the case in Mali and Niger—nor with the 
efforts of these countries, which are being supported by 
their neighbors, international organizations, and human- 
itarian missions. This challenging situation of insecurity 
is happening at a time when large political economic 
groups are being formed, as if to justify the label put on 
us Africans that we incapable of uniting to build the 
future. 


Once these gloomy conclusions were established from 
the analysis, the conference drew lessons from previous 
attempts in order to define a common strategy for 
combating the insecurity problem. It integrated and 
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complemented its actions with a cooperation component 
involving countries of the subregion and the interna- 
tional community in order to finance projects that would 
enable the people to settle and improve their living 
conditions. The conference decided to implement a 
number of measures that will help to attain its objectives, 
notably, through the exchange of information and 
holding of regular meetings. [end recording] 


Repatriation Agreement Welcomed 


LD2408173794 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 24 Aug 94 

[Excerpts] A two-day conference ended in Bamako, 
Mali, yesterday: The foreign ministers of the six coun- 
tries of the Sahe! and the Sahara concerned by the 
Tuareg problem decided together to take a number of 
measures. In particular they want to work together to 
fight against criminal acts along the borders, to exchange 
information, and to fight crime and drug-trafficking. On 
the fringes of this meeting, a four-party agreement was 
concluded between Mali, Algeria, the UNHCR, and the 
IFAD—the International Fund for Agricultural Devel- 
opment—concerning the repatriation and reintegration 
of the 35,000 to 45,000 Malian Tuaregs who have taken 
refuge in southern Algeria. [passage omitted] 


This agreement comes at a time when northern Mali has 
been experiencing a gradual resumption of hostilities. 
However, in the opinion of the deputy secretary general 
of the FPLA [Popular Front for the Liberation of Aza- 
ouad], one of the Tuareg movements, the document 
signed in Bamako yesterday offers a new chance of 
peace. Ziad Ag Sidi Mohamed spoke to Jean-Jacques 
Louarne: 


{Begin Ziad Ag Sidi Mohamed recording] The agreement 
iS very important because it guarantees the voluntary 
and gradual nature of the repatriation in conditions of 
safety and dignity, and thereby opens the way to the 
chances of peace, development, the consolidation of 
national reconciliation, and the democratic process. In 
fact, it is true that at present, an organized, voluntary, 
gradual repatriation is some way off, but what I want to 
tell you is that the current four-party agreement is a 
judicial lightning conductor for the displaced people 
living in southern Algeria, because it acknowledges the 
principle of international civil protection, it acknowl- 
edges the principle of unhindered access for the dis- 
placed people. it acknowledges the sharing of responsi- 
bilities, it enshrines this sharing of responsibility. It is for 
this reason that it is a decisive agreement, it is for this 
reason that it is an agreement that engenders hope. [end 
recording] 

Niger 
Government, Labor Federation Resume 
Negotiations 
AB2408171394 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 24 Aug 94 
[Excerpts] The Federation of Labor Unions of Niger 


[USTN] and the government resumed negotiations yes- 
terday. This comes on the eve of an ultimatum given by 
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the labor federation to the government. [passage 
omitted] Mr. Madougou Salissou, the minister of civil 
service, labor, and employment, who is also a member of 
the interministerial negotiating committee, gave us an 
update on the situation: 


[Begin Salissou recording] There are still a number of 
outstanding issues between the government and the 
USTN, notably, the ordinance—with its ramifications— 
and the salary increase. With respect to the last point, the 
salary increase, the government is sticking to its proposal 
of 3.4 billion CFA francs. I believe the USTN agrees with 
that proposal. They proposed a possible increase in 
January 1995, and we said that we did not have anything 
against that, provided it is done within the context of the 
joint wage indexing committee. However, it was stated 
long ago that we must look at the receipts together. If 
there is revenue coming in, there is no reason why wages 
should not be increased. If we have not raised wages, it is 
because we could not. Now, working together within the 
joint committee, they will see for themselves the increase 
in revenue. If that permits an increase in wages, it shall 
be done, if not, we shall maintain the status quo. That is 
all there is to say concerning this point. 


There is also the ordinance issue. Here, I think there are 
no differences. With regard to this, we have already 
made a concession for revising the modalities for 
enforcing the ordinance and the decree on the organiza- 
tion of the civil service advisory committee. The com- 
mittee is working hard on this. Union and administra- 
tion representatives have been working for a long time 
on this and I think they are about to finish the work. [end 
recording] 


The USTN seems to share the government’s view, except 
on the issue of dismissed and suspended workers. In 
effect, according to the second vice secretary general of 
USTN, the dismissed civil servants—who were customs 
officers—were dismissed for going on strike. Conse- 
quently, their case should be examined during the nego- 
tiations. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria 


Crisis Said Deepening; Administrator Refuses 
Appointment 

AB2408201794 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[From the “‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In spite of the Nigerian Military Government’s 
tough line, the crisis over the continuing imprisonment 
of self-declared president Moshood Abiola appears to be 
deepening. Last week, General Sani Abacha sacked the 
executives of the oil workers union and the National 
Labor Congress. The oil workers are still on strike and 
the action is apparently biting hard. Even within the 
government, there are apparently disagreements. Gen. 
Abacha sacked two of his top commanders yesterday, 
and today he’s having to think again about one of the 
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administrators that he appointed to run the unions. 
From Lagos Sola Odunfa reports 


[Begin Odunfa recording] A labor expert, Dr. Lasisi 
Osunde, who was named by government last week as sole 
administrator of the Senior Staff Association of Petro- 
leum Workers, has rejected the appointment. Dr. 
Osunde, a former general secretary of the Nigerian Labor 
Congress, said in a letter to the head of state that it was 
inappropriate for him to accept the job, which he said 
was likely to destroy the labor movement which he has 
spent over 45 years to build. He likened the appointment 
to asking him, a Muslim, to take up arms against Islam. 


Labor Minister Samuel Ogbemudia said this morning 
that he had not received the letter, but that government 
had decided that a civil servant was more appropriate for 
the job, and it has therefore appointed a senior labor 
official to replace Dr. Osunde. The other two adminis- 
trators and three secretaries appointed for the two 
striking petroleum unions and the Nigerian Labor Con- 
gress have accepted the positions. They are to hold their 
first formal briefing session with the labor minister on 
Monday [29 August]. 


From his prison cell in Abuja, Chief Moshood Abiola, 
said today that he held no malice against any one for 
what he described as his present ordeal. He is standing 
trial on treason charges. In a message sent to mark his 
57th birthday today, Chief Abiola said that he had now 
forgiven all those who might think that they had 
offended him, and that he was extending his hand of 
fellowship in a spirit of national reconciliation. Thou- 
sands of people, including political and business leaders, 
converged at his Lagos residence today to celebrate the 
birthday with speeches and prayers. [end recording] 


Judge Denies Reports on Reinstatements of Union 
Officials 


AB2408194394 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 24 Aug 24 


[Text] The chief judge of the Federal High Court, Mr. 
Justice Mohammed Belgore, has refuted reports by some 
media houses that the Federal High Court 1n Lagos has 
ordered the reinstatement of some workers in the petro- 
leum industry suspended by their employers. At a news 
conference in Lagos today, he said it was also not true 
that the court restrained the sole administrators 
appointed for the NLC [Nige.ia Labor Congress], 
NUPENG [National Union of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Workers], and PENGASSAN [Petroleum and Nat- 
ural Gas Senior Staff Association] from assuming duties, 
pending the determination of a suit against their 
appointments. 


The chief judge explained that Mr. Justice Mamman 
Kolo, seating at a Federal High Court, Lagos, yesterday 
only granted the applications of Mr. Frank Kokori and 
Wariebi Agamene for leave to enforce their fundamental 
rights. Mr. Justice Belgore said the plaintiffs did not ask 
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for an order to restrain the sole administrators from 
assuming duties, adding that no such injunction was 
granted. 


Committee Established To Review Existing Labor 
Laws 

AB2408184594 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] A five-man committee has been set up by the 
Federal Government to review the existing labor laws. 
The committee has a special assistant to the minister of 
labor and productivity, Mr. Itche Kolotsa, as chairman, 
while Mr. Babafuntse Odugbesun will serve as secretary. 
A statement by the Ministry of Labor and Productivity 
says the committee will submit its reports to the 
National Labor Advisory Council by the end of Sep- 
tember this year. 


Ministry Holds Closed-Door Meeting With New 
Administrators 

AB2408213794 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


[Text] The public briefing of the new administrators of 
the NLC [Nigeria Labor Congress], NU PENG [National 
Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers], and 
PENGASSAN [Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff 
Association of Nigeria] by the minister of labor did not 
hold today as scheduled. This was because Mr. Okuogbo, 
named yesterday as the new sole administrator for 
PENGASSAN, to replace Dr. Lasisi Osunde, did not 
show up. Labor Minister Dr. Ogbemudia told newsmen 
in his office today that the new replacement, whose 
appointment was announced only last night, could not 
get to Lagos on time for the briefing: 


[Ogbemudia] “This country 1s being ruled by law and the 
government has tremendous respect for decisions of the 
court. If we receive court injunction and we look at the 
limit or what is has asked us to do, we will be obliged to 
carry out those things.” 


The minister said oil workers have been returning to 
work and reminded NNPC [Nigerian National Petro- 
leum Corporation| workers who might refuse to return to 
work of government’s contingency plan. 


[Ogbemudia] “...asking all those not employed or who 
have retired or who have left NNPC or the oil industry or 
its related subjects: graduates in geology, chemical engi- 
neering, and technicians who have been trained to reg- 
ister with the labor office in the states in which they live. 
So we are going to get a return from the states and then 
we will go ahead from there. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You are yet to get the 
returns. | was going to... 


[Ogbemudia, interrupting] No, today is Wednesday [24 
August], and today is the date limit. So, by three-thirty 
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they should close their register and they will continue to 
receive people after closing the register today.“ 


Meanwhile, the sole administrators for NUPENG and 
NLC, as well as the secretaries appointed for the two 
unions and PENGASSAN who were present today, held 
a closed-door meeting with the Labor Ministry officials, 
led by the director of trade union services and industrial 
relations. 


Government Decrees Document on Unions’ 
Dissolution 

AB2408215294 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Two decrees to back up the dissolution of the 
executive bodies of the NLC [Nigeria Labor Congress] as 
well as NUPENG [National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers] and PENGASSAN [Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria] 
titled: the Nigeria Labor Congress—Dissolution of 
National Executive Council Decree, 1994 and; 
NUPENG and PENGASSAN—Dissolution of the Exec- 
utive Council Decree, 1994, were released in Abuja 
today. 


The decrees, among other things, empower the minister 
of employment, labor, and productivity to appoint 
administrators and secretaries to run the affairs of the 
unions. The decrees also spell out the entities dissolved 
within the national bodies. 


For the National Labor Congress, the National Execu- 
tive Council and the Central Working Committee were 
pinpointed as the bodies dissolved, while those affected 
in NUPENG and PENGASSAN were said to be 
National and State Executive Councils. The effective 
date of the decrees is 18 August 1994. 


Full Banking Services Reportedly Resume in 
Lagos 

AB2408220594 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Full banking services resumed today in Lagos, as 
some of the banks that did not open yesterday opened for 
business. Those that opened today did so apparently to 
meet the Federal Government's deadline that banks 
which fail to reopen today may have their conditions of 
registration reviewed. 


The Commercial Bank manager in Lagos, Mr. Azubri 
Keibe, told correspondent Abechina Oba that the 
promise for adequate security for banks has also been 
met: 


[Begin Keibe recording] ...but now we don’t open again 
so wide because of these hoodlums, the Alayo Boys, you 
know, that is why. There are plenty of policemen now 
guarding the bank, and we are operating and there is no 
problem. [end recording] 


There is still no noticeable rush in those banks, and all 
the banks visited by the NTA News crew in Lagos 
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attended to customers promptly. However, some 
workers are yet to receive their July pay, because a few of 
the banks that did not reopen earlier say they are still 
clearing the checks for payment. 


Staie Civil Servants Resume Work 
AB2508092294 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GM7 25 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] Civil servants in Ondo State yesterday 
resumed work after over five weeks of industrial action. 
Stephen Akuwara reports that as early as 0700 in the 
morning [O800 GMT] hundreds of workers were seen 
{words indistinct] the secretariat complex in the state 
capital. [passage omitted including indistinct portion] 


In Osun State, some banks in Ilesha reopened yesterday 
to customers. A Radio Nigeria correspondent reports 
that customers were attended to by the banks between 
0800 and 1300. However, thousands of customers were 
disappointed in Oshogbo, Ile-Ife, Gajo, and Ikoyi as 
banks [words indistinct] what was attributed to logistic 
problems. Some of the banks (?raised) complaints of 
insufficient cash and lack of fuel to convey money from 
Oshogbo to their stations. Assessing the situation, the 
administrator, Navy Commander Anthony Udofia, gave 
an assurance that government would not relent in its 
efforts to find a solution to the problem. 


Kingibe Says ‘Constructive Dialogue’ in U.S. 
Interest 

AB2508115994 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The Nigerian minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Babagana Kingibe, has said it is in the interest of the 
United States Government to engage Nigeria in con- 
structive dialogue. In an interview with the Washington- 
based STRATEGIC STUDIES MAGAZINE— 
ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE REVIEW, the minister 
said the American Government's attitude toward 
Nigeria since 1993 had been that of constant confronta- 
tion. He said it would be a mistake to presume that good 
cooperative relations between Nigeria and the United 
States was in Nigeria’s interest alone. Mr. Kingibe said it 
would be in the interest of both countries to keep good 
relations. He warned that if the present trend continued 
the old-fashioned diplomatic practice of reciprocity 
could well be applied. 


Commentary Views Abacha Address, Oil Strike 
AB2408133094 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Commentary by Mohamed Okura] 


[Text] In his national broadcast last week, the Nigerian 
head of state, Gen. Sani Abacha, announced the partial 
lifting of the ban on politics. This must have come as a 
pleasant surprise to many Nigerians, who were not 
hoping for such leeway until early 1995. 
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To critics of the Nigerian Government, the gesture 1s like 
a Greek gift. They see it as jumping the gun so as to mob 
the Nigerian political scene. But there are those who see 
the move as a relief to pent-up political ambitions. To 
this category of Nigerians, the government has shown 
once more that it is committed to returning the country 
to democracy through an organized process, rather than 
through tantrums. 


Both sides of the divide must concede that the lifting of 
the ban on politics gives a positive message that adds 
something to the quest for a stable democracy in Nigeria. 
Therefore, it cannot be totally tenable that the lift is a 
(?ploy) to confuse people. Who will be confused? The 
politicians who have been itching for a piece of the 
political action? Certainly not. If there is confusion at all, 
it must be among Abacha’s critics, who have now been 
checkmated by this deft action. Even if anyone chooses 
to call it a gambit, it 1s all well and good. After all, that is 
what politics is all about. 


However, the lifting of the ban on politics does not mean 
that the National Constitutional Conference should be 
scuttled, because both of them involve politics. They 
should rather go pari passu. The work of the constitu- 
tional conference is a very serious national assignment. 
It involves the making of a constitution on which Nigeria 
can thrive through thick and thin. At the momeii, ii 1s 
the full time preoccupation of the members, and because 
they are honorable Nigerians no one can doubt that they 
will accord the assignment the sort of attention that such 
a supreme document deserves. 


But that does not mean that members, who are all 
politicians, cannot in their spare time, exchange political 
ideas for future usage. Even as the ban on politics 
ren.czined, no one could say that political movements 
were not going on. NADECO [National Democratic 
Coalition] and a host of other such organizations hav. all 
been neck-deep in politics. So what is wrong with 
throwing the floor partially open so as not to continue to 
encourage dangerous cleavages? 


Now the government has asked banks to reopen by 
Wednesday [24 August] or have their licenses reviewed. 
What excuse did banks have not to when their umbrella 
trade union call. off its strike action many days past? 
The lame excuses of lack of liquidity or adequate secu- 
rity do not hold water, because the Central Bank and the 
government have stated that their own ends of the 
arrangement have been tidied up, and there were no 
proofs to the contrary. 


As for the oi! workers, they do seem to want to eat their 
cake and have it as well. There is the contention that 
government's action on this score amounts to an over- 
kill. Come to think of it, the government only used the 
weapon it had to secure its position, just as NUPENG 
and PENGASSAN used theirs to overawe the govern- 
ment. What is needed now is sanity, which the govern- 
ment had shown that it was ready to embrace through 
the dialogues it had initiated. 
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NUPENG and PENGASSAN are made up of Nigerians 
who ought to be concerned about the national economy. 
Even foreign friends of the striking oil workers cannot be 
ioo happy with the way they are stifling their national 
economy. No American, or Briton, will undertake this 
sort of wild adventure against his country, no matter 
what is at stake. 


Britain is very versed in military politics. As of now, 
British officials believe any intervention could be dan- 
gerous; so they have chosen to deal with the realities on 
ground rather than going on a wild goose chase. Also, 
America has now adopted a softer stand and is coordi- 
nating its position with Britain on the crisis. Definitely, 
America will agree that Jesse Jackson exceeded his brief 
with the sort of anti-government statements he made in 
Nigeria after his mediation visit. So if those who are not 
involved realize that any more pressure on the Nigerian 
Government can be dangerous, those who are involved 
should learn when to stop the pressure so that we do not 
all end in a bust. 


Central Bank Reports Drop in Oil Price on World 
Market 


AB2308095094 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 23 Aug 94 


[Text] Nigeria’s crude oil production for the month of 
March was 2 million’ arrels a day. A Central Bank report 
said this represents a. increase of 5.2 percent over that 
of the preceding month. The report further showed that 
crude oil deliveries in the refineries for domestic con- 
sumption, put at 300,000 barrels a day, represent an 
increase of 5.3 percent. However, prices of selected 
Nigerian crude oil fell in the international oi] market. 
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Sierra Leone 


Army-Rebel Clashes Result in 50 Casualties 


AB2408174594 Paris AFP in English 1715 GMT 
24 Aug 94 


[Text] Freetown, Aug 24 (AFP)—Some 50 people were 
killed Tuesday [23 August] in clashes between rebels and 
the Sierra Leonean Army backed up by Nigerian troops, 
military sources said Wednesday. 


The latest incident in the long-running civil war in the 
south and east of the country began in the early hours 
when rebels of the Revolutionary United Front attacked 
a settlement close to the industrial centre of Kenema, 
240 kilometres (150 miles) east of Freetown. 


Fighting continued for several hours after government 
forces supported by Nigerians intervened. Although 
most of the dead are believed to be rebels, some civilians 
were also killed, a senior military officer told AFP. He 
made no mention of casualtics on the government side. 


The recent intensification of fighting in the area under- 
scores the determination of the rebel forces to cut off 
supply lines to Kenema, he added. 


The fighting brings the death toll in the past few days to 
around 100, following the deaths of some 50 rebels and 
four civilians in the region on Sunday. 


Sierra Leonean authorities have accused rebels of 
exploiting diamond deposits in areas under their control 
to finance the war. 


The rebellion broke out in May 1991 under the leader- 
ship of Corporal Foday Sankoh. Between 5,000 and 
7,000 rebels and around 200 government soldiers are 
estimated to have been killed since the beginning of the 
conflict, while no figures are available for the number of 
civilian casualties. 
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